4g ¥ 





Rei e 
é 


“CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY NUMBER 


Public Libraries 


(MONTHLY) 











Vol. 2 November, 1897 No. 9 
Contents 
The librarian and the importer Library schools — 
Ernst Lemcke 443-446 Columbia university 467 
Drexel 467 
The tour the traveling librarians Illinois 467-468 
did not take 6-448 Ree Sees ace 
— Pratt 468 
A. L. A: Library section of N. E. A. 468 
Meeting of executive board ‘ 
er _ News from the library field 469-471 
Editorial 450-451 Library Bureau department 472 
Tour of the traveling librarians Publishers’ department 
2-456 J. B. Lippincott Company 442; A.C. McClurg 
452745 & me + gta & ee ae The 
i ic li oF Baker & Taylor Co. 475; G. P. Putnam’s 
Seago public library 456-461 Sons 475; Longmans, Green & Co. 476-477 
iar Library Bureau 478; Chas. Scribner's Sons 
Newark public library 462 479; Otto Harrassowitz 480; Way & Wil- 
' liams 481; Joseph McDonough 481; G.E. 
Library meetings Stechert 482, 
Chicago 463 Supply department 
Central California 463-464 C. M. Higgins & Co. 478; Geo. H. Richter & 
Georgia 464 Co. 479; Bates Manufacturing Co. 481; 
lowa 464-466 Library Bureau 483; Hammond Type- 
Massachusetts 466 writer Co, 484. 
Ohio 466-467 Miscellaneous 
Pennsylvania 467 Monon Route 480. 








Library Bureau 


CHICAGO 


215 [Madison St. 


Entered as second-class matter at Chicago Postoffice 






LR AAA EE RARER Tm 
_ LL A EN RN ea RE RE ee a eS Aan eae eT 


A RET TR 















442 Public Libraries 


Standard Reference Works 


FOR EVERY LIBRARY 


ALLIBONE’S DICTIONARY OF AUTHORS, with Supplement. 
ALLIBONE’S QUOTATIONS. Three Volumes. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS. 
BLuNT’S DICTIONARY OF SECTS AND HERESIES. 
BLuNT’s DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY. 
BOMBAUGH’S GLEANINGS FOR THE CURIOUS. 
BREWER’S DICTIONARY OF MIRACLES. 
BREWER’'S Historic NOTE-BOOK. 
BREWER’S READER’S HANDBOOK. / 
BREWER’S DICTIONARY OF PHRASE AND FABLE. 
CHAMBERS’S BOOK OF Days. 
CHAMBERS’S CYCLOPEDIA OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 
CHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPEDIA. Ten Volumes. 
CHAMBERS’S INFORMATION FOR THE PEOPLE. 
EDWARDS'S WoRDS, FACTS, AND PHRASES. 
FURNESS'’S VARIORUM EDITION OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS. 
FURNESS’S CONCORDANCE TO SHAKESPEARE’S POEMS. 
GARDNER’S LATIN LEXICON. 
GREAT TRUTHS BY GREAT AUTHORS. 
t GROVES’s GREEK AND ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 
HEATH'S DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL SURGERY. 
JENKINS’S VEST-POCKET LEXICON. 
LEMPRIERE’S CLASSICAL DICTIONARY. 
LEVERETT’S LATIN LEXICON. 
LIPPINCOTT’S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 
LIPPINCOTT’S GAZETTEER OF THE WORLD. 
LIPPINCOTT’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 
LONGMAN’S POCKET DICTIONARY OF THE GERMAN AND ENGLISH LANGUAGES. 
- PICKERING'’S GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON. 
PocKET DICTIONARY OF THE SPANISH AND ENGLISH LANGUAGES. 
ROGET'S THESAURUS. 
SOULE’S SYNONYMES. 
“JNITED STATES DISPENSATOR 
WALSH’s HANDY-BOOK OF LITERARY CURIOSITIES. 
WORCESTER’S DICTIONARIES. 
WRITER’S HANDBOOK (THE). 


Write for a Descriptive Catalog and Price-List of the above to the Publishers 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


715 and 717 Market Street PHILADELPHIA 




















> 


\ 


as 





Bust of Dr. W. F. Poole 
Gift of American Library Association 


John Gelert, Sculptor 














Public Libraries 


(MONTHLY) 


Vol. 2 


*The Librarian and the Importer 
Ernst Lemcke 


{Firm of Lemcke & Buechner, importers, New 
York) 


I 

I rise to address you not without a 
certain feeling of embarrassment, for 
every man, in Lowell’s phrase, is more 
or less consciously the prisoner of his 
date; I may add, of his native country, 
and last, not least, his profession. It 
is never wise to eliminate the personal 
equation entirely from things which 
concern us, nor do I pretend to speak 
for anyone but myself; but would not 
be understood as making an oratio pro 
domo, while my aim is to voice, as far as 
that is possible, what I at least assume 
to be the opinions and experiences of 
my confréres as well as mine. 

My subject being the Librarian and 
the importer, 1 need not dwell on the 
former in this company—composed in 
overwhelming numbers of librarians, 
who.as a class devote more time to in- 
trospection than any other profession 
—unless, perhaps, to state that the li- 
brarian, as bookbuyer, and the importer, 
as bookseller, are opposite—not nec- 
essarily antagonistic—poles; the true 
equator in the shape of discounts is, or 
might be, somewhere midway between 
them. If the bookseller could halve 
the publisher’s discounts, and the libra- 
rian be satisfied, chiliasm would be at 
hand and some on my side of the true 
divisional line be enabled to found and 
endow libraries. How far we are from 
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such a state of affairs you and I know 
only too well. 

_ Itis not so generally known what the 
importer is, or aims to be—namely, your 
home bookseller, or, in Dr Billings’ 
definition, ‘‘a bookseller pure and sim- 
ple, as all booksellers are supposed to 
be,” doubled with the foreign agent, or 
several of them; your shipping agent, 
insurance and custom-house broker, 
and your banker, all inone. Perhaps 
Dr Billings would define the importer 
as the bookseller impure and double. 
He really is, in Mr Foster’s happy 
phrase, on both sides of the Atlantic at 
the same time. If you count up singly 
all the commissions these several in- 
termediaries necessarily charge you, 
you will come to the conclusion that 
the importer saves you much work and 
much time and much money, and is 
really your best friend. 

The importer aims to be the ideal 
bookseller recently referred to in many 
newspaper discussions on the Decay of 
the bookseller. He is what Mr Le 
Soudier, of Paris, describes him. to be, 
from actual observation, in his official 
report on books and printing in the 
United States: Among the retail book- 
sellers we should name the importers, 
who are, at the same time, the most 
important retailers of American books. 
They are the ones who, from a profound 
knowledge of the trade, give librarians 
and private customers ost varied in- 
formation on books in general, which 
the American retailer would find it im- 
possible to give. They study catalogs 
and circulars and file them methodic- 
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ally. Certain houses, for their own use, 
keep a card catalog (of American books) 
so that it is always up to date. Thus 
far M Le Soudier. 

This seems a large contract to take 
in this time of specialization. But the 
harder the marble, the finer the statue 
which is chiseled from it. Man grows 
with his higher aims; the more you tax 
your memory, the better work will it do. 
The question how to cover so wide a 
field successfully, is reduced to one of 
organization. The range of the infor- 
mation asked of the importer in his 
daily correspondence covers the length 
and breadth of the whole field of hu- 
man activity, as reflected in the printed 
book, from a grammar of the language 
of the Society islands, the edition of 
Ossian in English, published by sub- 
scription in Germany, with Goethe and 
his friend Merck as publishers, some 
120 years ago—you see the blight of 
the book trade, subscription books, is 
not so new a thing—down to lists of the 
best Bohemian and Polish books, Boni- 
face book 6th, a treatise on horseless 
carriages, a history of the second per- 
son dualis of the lost second aorist of 
a defective Greek irregular verb. 

The ideal head of a large importing 
firm should be, in the first place, a man 
of business training and ability, with a 
sufficiently large capital for every emer- 
gency; he should be just as much, what 
librarians hate to be called, a walking 
cyclopedia. This he cannot be, any 
more than the librarian; but he must 
have learned what German universities 
aim to teach—the knowledge how to 
learn. His professional library is as 
extensive and as expensive as that of 
anyone in the learned professions. 
How to use it to advantage is his ac- 
complishment. It has been my privi- 
lege to assist trained bibliographers 
and catalogers, and in two minutes to 
lay before them the information they 
had vainly searched for in the largest 
libraries. The ideal bookseller, it seems 
to me, is born, not made. Some of the 
brightest men I have employed never 
learned the finer points of our art. 

The departments of the importer’s 
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business are periodicals and books. 
Periodicals, again, are divided into 
American and foreign. The American 
part is profitless. For a very small 
commission the importer supplies Amer- 
ican periodicals in a way satisfactory to 
librarians who want complete files with 
titles and index. With the cheap agen- 
cies who do not pretend to do more 
than book the order with the publisher, 
he does not wish to compete, but what 
he agrees to do he carries out and tries 
to give satisfaction. 

To foreign periodicals the importer 
pays special attention. As against im- 
portation by mail direct, which is more 
expensive and naturally risky, losses 
being unavoidable, the importer’s meth- 
od of importation in bales offers great 
advantages. Whoever has seen the 
New York post office when three or 
four foreign steamers dump their tons 
of printed matter into it, must become 
convinced that a great portion of it can 
never, and never does, reach destina- 
tion. The covers and addresses, espe- 
cially of French periodicals, are torn 
off in transit. The post office in one 
day, while we used to import by mail 
ourselves, often sent up ‘a dozen de- 
tached addresses and requested identi- 
fication of the contents. In the room 
where the coverless papers are stored 
the mass is bewildering and identifica- 
tion impossible. Except when special- 
ly ordered by mail, all foreign periodi- 
cals come in weekly bales from London, 
Paris, and Leipzig, forwarded by special 
arrangement in the mail room of the 
fleetest steamers afloat. A cabled bill 
of lading serves to make a so-called 
“tropical fruit entry,” so that these bales 
are delivered the moment the steamer 
makes fast, usually earlier than letters 
can be sorted and delivered. All pa- 
pers are sent flat, in perfect shape for 
ultimate binding, recorded and re- 
mailed in New York. Complete files 
are thusinsured. Notwithstanding the 
expense of this mode of importation, 
prices are made lower than mail copies 
cost. Losses are prevented as far as 
human care permits. If a steamer 
founders, all of course is lost; but the 














importer knows what his bale contained, 
and duplication is ordered by cable. 
Many a number, especially of French 
and scientific journals generally, can- 
not be bought separately; but a firm 
which has a reputation to lose does 
not shrink from buying afresh a whole 
year’s issue to replace one single num- 
ber. When the German steamer Elbe 
went down a couple of years ago in 
the German ocean, not a single one of 
our subscribers was left with a broken 
file. 

The foreign agents, the publishers 
themselves, cannot furnish German and 
English periodicals at as low rates as 
bulk importation enables the New York 
importer to charge. The case is in so 
far different with French journals, as 
the prices which you see printed on the 
covers are absolutely net prices, for 
private subscribers, libraries, and the 
trade alike. The importer receiving 
his bales by the most expensive of all, 
the French line from Havre, cannot 
pay, out of the half-franc allowance on 
a 20-franc magazine, the cost of insur- 
ance, freight, packing, cable invoice, 
handling, and United States bulk-rate 
postage. A library preferring to be 
its own importer can, seemingly, save 
a few cents by subscribing direct at the 
publisher’s. Few count the annoyance 
and minor expenses of doing so, but 
are promptly undeceived when the first 
loss in the mails occurs. Some foreign 
agents induce American libraries to 
subscribe through them to French peri- 
odicals and quote low prices, but ren- 
der extra bills for postage. In exam- 
‘ining such an account I found that a 
certain library withdrew its order from 
the New York importer who charged 
$6.50 for a paper which the foreign 
agent offered for $6, but he rendered a 
separate bill of $1 for postage. Besides, 
his service was four weeks behind in 
time. The correspondence with libra- 
rians and boards of trustees about the 
prices of French periodicals is one of 
the most unpleasant parts of the im- 
porter’s business. Every tub _ must 
stand on its own bottom, and French 
or other net magazines cannot be sup- 
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plied at a loss. A fair price must be 
charged for competent and satisfactory 
work. The net-price system begins to 
crop up largely in the newspaper field, 
and the quotation of general rates be- 
comes impossible. It is very evident 
that the New York importer cannot be 
expected to deliver at Chicago or San 
Francisco for $2.50 a 1o-shilling net 
newspaper, when the average expense 
of importing periodicals comes very 
near 20 per cent actual outlay. 

The book departments are the Amer- 
ican and the foreign. About the for- 
mer you heard last year. The importer 
is not above furnishing the Bessie 
books or Poor old Roe, or any current 
novel. The foreign book department 
is subdivided by countries. A large 
importer has his branches or his own 
clerks in London, Paris, and Leipzig. 
Orders are promptly acknowledged 
from the New York office, and go out 
by every mail steamer to be filled im- 
mediately. This makes cancellation, 
except by cable, impossible. The books 
come by the fleetest steamers afloat; 
naturally also the most expensive. Fur- 
ther subdivisions are New books, sec- 
ond-hand books, and serials. Lists are 
kept of every book coming out in parts; 
every bibliography is scrutinized to re- 
claim parts which publishers may over- 
look, to send on standing orders. The 
book orders go to South and Central 
America, the Hawaiian islands, Cape 
Colony, Australia, Syria, Egypt, and 
the Indies. With the prominent pub- 
lishing houses everywhere, open ac- 
counts are kept. 

This knowledge of, practically, the 
book marts of the whole world gives 
the importer great advantages of which 
he invites the librarian to avail himself. 
In these days of the breaking down of 
national boundary lines and of in- 
creased international intercourse, even 
smaller libraries have calls for foreign 
books, and the truth of Dr Cogswell’s 
statement, made nearly 40 years ago, is 
more poignant today: In collecting 
books for a library which aims to bea 
good and great one, the proper ques- 
tion is, What is the merit of a work? 
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not, In what language is it written? 
Such knowledge is especially valuable 
in procuring sets of periodicals and 
serials. An American magazine may 
often be bought cheaper in England or 
Germany than here, and vice versd. 
The foreign dealer knows that the New 
York importer is well posted as to cur- 
rent prices, and for ready cash prefers 
to sell him cheaper than to a traveling 
librarian or a house that comes into 
the market to try an experiment or fill 
an occasional order once in a while. 


The Tour which the Traveling Li- 
brarians did Not Take 


In Liverpool the Cephalonia had 
been expected on Monday, or at the 
latest on Tuesday, July 6, and some 600 
invitations had been issued to a conver- 
sazione (or reception, as we should say ) 
on the evening of that day in the Li- 
brary museum and art gallery, which 
form a dignified group of connected 
buildings on one side of the great cen- 
tral square of the city. But when the 
evening came the Cephalonia had not 
even been heard from, and the only 
Americans in the city to accept the 
hospitality of our Liverpool hosts were 
Mr and Mrs Utley of Detroit, Mr and 
Mrs Hill of Newark, N. J., Mr Lane of 
the Boston Atheneum, Mr Gould of 
McGill university, Montreal, and W. G. 
Eakens of Toronto. All arrangements 
were carried out, however, a large com- 
pany assembled, the rooms were gayly 
lighted and decorated with flowers, in- 
teresting books of plates were on exhi- 
bition in the library, a supper was spread 
in the Brown reading room, the Con- 
stabulary band played in the Walker 
art gallery, and an instrumental sextet 
of ladies, with a vocal male quartet, 
made music through the evening in the 
library, while interesting specimens of 
living fishes from the west coast of 
Africa were on exhibition in the mu- 
seum. The genial librarian of Liver- 
pool, Peter Cowell, was unremitting in 
his attentions, and the handful of 
Americans did their best to multiply 
themselves and represent their absent 
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confréres. It was noted with a touch of 
amusement that Sir William B. For- 
wood, the chairman of the committee 
that entertained us, was himself a di- 
rector of the Cunard company, whose 
steamer had failed to come up to time. 

The next day (Wednesday, July 7) 
the American librarians, accompanied 
by a good number of English librarians, 
were the guests of the Earl of Craw- 
ford and Balcarres at Haigh hall, and 
on the way thither were received and 
entertained by the Mayor of Wigan 
and the librarian, H. T. Folkard. The 
party reached Wigan, which is a manu- 
facturing town midway between Liver- 
pool and Manchester, about half-past 
10 and walked to the library, where 
they were presented to the mayor, who 
made a short address of welcome and 
was followed by the librarian, who 
spoke of the character and history of 
the library. 

The library is but 20 years old, and 
contains nearly 50,000 volumes, many 
of great interest and value having been 
given to it by its near neighbor and 
constant friend, Lord Crawford. The 
decimal classification is used and great 
pains were taken in the first’selection of 
the books. In the municipal building, 
which adjoins the library, a light lunch 
was served, a loving cup was passed 
round, and the toasts suitable to the 
occasion were proposed and drunk. 
Breaks were now ready at the door, and 
in company with the Hon. Edward 
Lindsay, Lord Crawford’s younger son, 
the party drove out to Haigh hall, a 
distance of three or four miles. The 
last mile is through the beautiful 
grounds of the estate, adorned by noble 
woods and innumerable rhododendrons, 
and the whole, up to within a short dis- 
tance of the house, open free to every- 
one as a public park. Haigh hall is a 
severely simple building of gray stone, 
but it is a veritable treasure house. 
Besides interesting paintings and other 
objects which the company had no time 
to examine, its library numbers about 
100,000 volumes. This, as Lord Craw- 
ford told the company later at luncheon, 
was begun by his Lordship’s father, 
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whose intention was to gather a library 
which should contain the best books in 
all departments of knowledge, so that 
the head of his house might have at 
hand the necessary foundation for a 
larger collection whatever should be 
the field of his interest; and by the vast 
amount of his own reading and the ex- 
traordinary facility he had for assimi- 
lating knowledge, he was able to carry 
out this scheme to a surprising degree 
of completeness. The present earl has 
specialized more in his purchases and 
has brought together a wonderful col- 
lection of manuscripts of every age and 
language, many of them enriched with 
exquisite illuminations. He has the 
best collection of printed English 
broadsides in existence and he is only 
surpassed by the Bibliothéque na- 
tionale in the number of examples of 
books bound in metal andivory. From 
these treasures over 500 specimens had 
been selected, which were displayed 
on long tables up and down several 
rooms. Each bore a number, and a 
printed catalog prepared for the occa- 
sion gave a brief description of each 
volume. In this way were shown 239 
different manuscripts, 24 metal bind- 
ings, 158 early printed books, 45 rare 
volumes on the languages of North and 
South America, a magnificent set of 
De Boy’s voyages in 182 volumes, be- 
sides other early books of travel, broad- 
side indulgences, and royal proclama- 
tions relating to America, the Book of 
common prayer, books and printing, 
the Great fire of London, the Gunpow- 
der plot, Monmouth’s rebellion, and 
-other interesting events in English his- 
tory. After two hours, which was all 
too short a time in which to examine 
so many objects of interest, the com- 
pany sat down to luncheon under a 
marquee spread on-the lawn. The 
American party had been happily re- 
enforced by Mr Bowker, of the Library 
Journal, whose help as a ready speaker 
was welcome when the time came for 
the speeches and toasts which nec- 
essarily follow an English luncheon. 
After luncheon the party strolled 
through the gardens, which produce 
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everything wanted for the daily life of 
a great family—peaches, pears, and nec- 
tarines trained as wall-fruit, figs, grapes, 
and melons raised in greenhouses, be- 
sides flowers and vegetables in abun- 
dance. At five, after afternoon tea 
served in the hall, the breaks took us 
back to the station; but for the Amer- 
icans at least the day was not yet ended, 
for Manchester’s turn now came to 
show us what English hospitality is 
like, and we were expected to attend a 
reception and musical evening in the 
town hall. 

The Manchester town hall is a mag- 
nificent and extensive building, on 
which over 41,000,000 has been spent. 
The Lord Mayor, Alderman Roberts, 
an old gentleman with the energy and 
fire of youth still burning, and his 
daughter, received the company. A 
supper was served and music was pro- 
vided in the great assembly room, a 
noble and lofty chamber, for the walls 
of which Ford Madox Brown has 
painted an interesting series of pictures 
illustrating the history of Manchester. 
The program for the next day had been 
so carefully planned by the city com- 
mittees that a great deal was seen 
with comparatively little fatigue. The 
foreign delegates, whose numerical 
strength had been increased 25 per 
cent by the addition of the Rev. W. 
Gillies of Jamaica, and M. Beljame of 
Paris, reported at the Free reference 
library at 10 in the morning, where 
they met the members of the Pub- 
lic free libraries and the Technical 
instruction committees of the city gov- 
ernment and a number of the librarians 
of Manchester and vicinity. The first 
visit was made to the new Rylands li- 
brary building, not yet completed, 
where the great Althorp library—which 
Mrs Rylands, the widow of a wealthy 
Manchester merchant, bought from 
Lord Spencer— is to be finally housed, 
together with many other bibliograph- 
ical and literary treasures which she 
has been collecting. The building had 
heretofore been strictly closed to all 
visitors, so that even our Manchester 
hosts had not previously seen its in- 
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terior. The main library room is a 
lofty hall 140 feet in length, with side 
alcoves in two stories, the whole built 
of stone very elaborately carved. The 
collection is one which will be useful 
only to a very limited number of schol- 
ars and bibliophiles, and constitutes a 
museum of bibliography rather than a 
library, and for this use the stately and 
richly decorated building with its not 
too abundant light is well suited. 

From this the most modern of Man- 
chester’s libraries the party was con- 
ducted to its oldest, that of Chetham 
college, which was established under 
the will of Humphrey Chetham in 1656 
as a library for public use and a hos- 
pital (home) for boys, the children of 
“poor but painful parents”; but the 
buildings of the college go back to 
1425, when they were granted to the 
clergy of the collegiate church, from 
whom, at the dissolution of the monas- 
tic establishments, the estate passed 
into the possession of the Earls of Der- 
by. The company were met with a sa- 
lute from the assembled boys in their 
blue coats and caps and yellow stock- 
ings, and were then welcomed by the 
Dean of Manchester, one of the feof- 
fees'or directors of the college, and 
by W. T. Browne, the governor and 
acting librarian, in the old dining hall, 
which retains all its features of two 
centuries ago. The visit to the various 
parts of the building was full of inter- 
est—the double cloisters; the cells for- 
merly occupied by the clerical inmates, 
now shelved across for cumbrous vol- 
umes of old theology; the minstrels’ 
gallery, once open to the dining hall 
but afterwards walled up, and commu- 
nicating with the room of the governor 
so that he could unseen keep an eye on 
those under his charge; the reading 
room where Sir Walter Raleigh is said 
to have sat and smoked; the governor’s 
own chambers, and the rooms occupied 
by the boys. 

At half-past 12 the party was brought 
to the town hall, where luncheon was 
served, Alderman Southern, the chair- 
man of the libraries committee, pre- 
siding, and being supported by the 
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Lord Mayor, the Dean of Manchester, 
Principal Ward, of Owens college, Al- 
derman Rawson, the president of the 
L. A. U. K., and others. 

In the afternoon, after a brief visit to 
one of the branch libraries and to the 
new buildings of the great Municipal 
technical school, which are still scarcely 
more than one story above the ground, 
but of which Manchester is justly proud, 
we came to Owens college, where we 
were hospitably received by the prin- 
cipal and by Prof. Boyd Dawkins. 
Among many things of interest and 
beauty here, perhaps the most interest- 
ing are the articles from Egyptian 
tombs, recently recovered by Prof 
Petrie, including many things of hum- 
ble use and connected with daily life. 
It was a somewhat diminished com- 
pany which brought up an hour later 
at the City art gallery, where comfort- 
ing strawberries and sandwiches and 
delicious cups of tea refreshed weary 
heads and tired muscles, but could not 
quite restore the morning freshness 
which we should have liked to give to 
the enjoyment of the beautiful and va- 
ried collection of pictures and the spe- 
cial historical exhibition then in prog- 
ress, of pictures and other ‘objects il- 
lustrating the Tudor period. In the 
evening a single member of the Amer- 
ican party passed over by train from 
Manchester to Birmingham, where the 
company from the Cephalonia had now 
arrived, and thus established the line of 
continuity between the two sections of 
the American delegation. & 


Pictures of the English Trip 


Several of the young ladies who had 
cameras on the English trip have ar- 
ranged to have their work developed 
to a large enough extent to supply 
those who wish to obtain views of the 
different places visited. Miss Brown, 
of The Bartol, Huntington av., Boston, 
will arrange to send proofs of her work, 
from which selection can be made, to 
all who care for them. 











American Library Association 


The executive board of the A. L. A. 
met at the Clarendon hotel, Oxford, 
England, July 24. 

Present: Pres. Justin Winsor; Vice 
pres. F: M. Crunden and Hannah P. 
James; Sec. Melvil Dewey; and Treas. 
Gardner M. Jones. 

The secretary and recorder were au- 
thorized to appoint needed assistants 
for their work. 

The publishing section under the new 
constitution was organized by the ap- 
pointment of W: C. Lane of the Boston 
Atheneum and George Iles of New 
York, for three years; W: I. Fletcher, 
Amherst, and R: R. Bowker, of the Li- 
brary Journal, two years; Melvil Dewey, 
New York state library, Albany, one 
year. 

The standing committees for the 
year were appointed as follows: 

Finance, James L. Whitney, Boston; 
W: E. Foster, Providence; Charles K. 
Bolton, Brookline. 

Codperation, C. W. Andrews, John 
Crerar library, Chicago; W:H. Brett, 
Cleveland public library; F. H. Hild, 
Chicago public library; A. J. Rudolph, 
Newberry library, Chicago; Mrs Z. A. 
Dixson, Chicago university library. 

Public documents, R: R. Bowker, di- 
rector Brooklyn library, and associates. 

Foreign documents, C: H. Gould, 
McGill university library, Montreal, 
and associates. 

Library schools, F: M. Crunden, St 
Louis public library, and associates. 

Coéperation with library department 
of National Educational association, J. 
C. Dana, Denver public library, and 
associates. 

Library editions of popular books, 
T: L. Montgomery, Wagner free insti- 
tute, Philadelphia; C: R. Dudley, Mer- 
cantile library, Denver; C: K. Bolton, 
Brookline public library; B. C. Steiner, 
Enoch Pratt library, Baltimore; W: T. 
Peoples, New York Mercantile library. 

The Dr W: F: Poole Memorial fund, 
F: M. Crunden, St Louis; J. H. Wing, 
New York; W: I. Fletcher, Amherst; 
G: E. Wire, Evanston, III. 
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Annual reporters for the 1898 meet- 
ing were appointed as follows: 

Gifts and bequests, Caroline H. Gar- 
land, Dover (N. H.) public library. 

Buildings, William E. Foster, Provi- 
dence public library. 

Legislation and state aid, Joseph L. 
Harrison, Providence Athenzum. 

Traveling libraries, F. A. Hutchins, 
ublic library commis- 
sion, Madison, Wis. 

Catalogs and classification, George 
E. Wire, Evanston, III. 

Open shelves, John Thomson, Phila- 
delphia free library. 

Children’s rooms and reading, Caro- 
line H. Hewins, Hartford public library. 

Branches and delivery, H. C. Well- 
man, Boston public library. 

The president and secretary were 
made the program committee for the 
Chautauqua meeting; the local com- 
mittee, M. Emogene Hazeltine, James- 
town, and associates. 

It was voted that the papers so far as 
practicable be printed and distributed 
in advance of the meeting; that all pa- 
pers should be read in advance by the 
program committee, the time being 
limited from five to 20 minutes. 

The chief two topics for the 1898 
meeting were selected as The training 
of librarians and assistants, and The li- 
brary’s allied agencies for popular edu- 
cation, with special reference to the 
Chautauqua system, reading circles, 
study clubs, correspondence schools, 
extension courses, and similar educa- 
tional agencies outside the public 
school and the public library. 

It was voted that there shall be, as at 
the Philadelphia meeting, an elemen- 
tary section and a college and refer- 
ence library section for topics specially 
pertaining to those respective fields. 

The secretary was directed to ex- 
press in the name of the association its 
thanks to the numerous institutions 
and individuals who had done so much 
to make the visits of the delegates to 
the international library congress mem- 
orable for hospitalities and courtesies 
extended. 

ME Lvit Dewey, Sec. 
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WeE present as a frontispiece this 
month a cut of the model which will be 
cast for the bronze bust of Dr W. F. 
Poole, to be placed in the Chicago pub- 
lic library as the gitt of the American 
Library Association. Dr Poole was for 
so long’the mainspring in the workings 
of library matters in Chicago, first in 
the public library and afterwards in the 
Newberry, that it is very fitting that in 
the beginning of brighter days for li- 
brary progress in Chicago the face of 
this kindly man should be placed at 
this time in the midst of the work he 
loved so well and for which he labored 
so long and faithfully. 


THE subject index to prose fiction, by 
Mrs Zella A. Dixson, has been issued 
and will undoubtedly prove a very help- 
ful tool in the hands of the busy libra- 
rian or of anyone who uses it. It groups 
in a straight alphabetical list all the nov- 
els founded on fact and written with a 
purpose in mind. It certainly will be a 
useful key to unlock the great store- 
house of useful information which is so 
often carried in the covers of fiction 
and is asoftenthereby concealed. The 
reviewers speak very highly of Mrs 
Dixson’s work. 
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THE death of Justin Winsor, presi- 
dent of the American Library Aassocia- 
tion, came as a shock to the library 
world, and particularly to the members 
of the A. L. A. While the majority of 
the members perhaps did not know him 
personally, yet his name had become 
so linked with the great library move- 
ment in its early stages that he was 
looked upon as one of the strong pil- 
lars in the cause. Of late years he has 
not been seen in the annual gatherings, 
but he was the first and only president 
for the first ten years of the A. L. A., 
and his counsel and wisdom were great 
factors in laying broad and deep the 
principles of the association which have 
been the cause of its great success and 
achievement. He was the unanimous 
choice of the association for president 
last June, when the trip to England was 
planned,and his presence with the party 
added much to the welcome which was 
extended to them abroad. His career 
as a librarian was a distinctly honorable 
one, and his death will be a great loss 
to the dignity of the profession in 
America. 


Strate Library Commissioner R. P. 
Hayes, of Ohio, has just published one 
of the most valuable things for librari- 
ans that has yet been sent out by the 
state of Ohio. This isa list of the pub- 
lications of the state, with the period 
of time covered by each, in pamphlet 
form. Thearrangement is alphabetical 
throughout, and perhaps is better forthe 
uninitiated as to the departments, than 
any other. A short preface gives the key 
as to where the different publications 
may be found in the documents. A 
very valuable addition would have been 
a note telling-who is entitled to receive 
the publications of the state, and how 
the same may be obtained. But Mr 
Hayes deserves acknowledgment from 
everyone who has tried to get any ac- 
curate information as to the Ohio docu- 
ments, for the great assistance which 
he has rendered in placing this valuable 
information in such convenient form. 

There is a woeful lack of system and 
appreciation in the preparation and 
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handling of the state documents in all 
the states, with a very few notable ex- 
ceptions, and Ohio is to be congratu- 
lated on the good work which is so soon 
following in the progressive steps: she 
took when she appointed a state library 
commission. It would be.a veritable 
saving of many, many times the cost, in 
actual dollars, of such commissions, if 
every state were to appoint them, and 
they did no other service than to regu- 
late the distribution of the state docu- 
ments, which could legitimately and 
properly be made a part of their duty. 


WE have just received a copy of the 
catalog of the Stephenson branch of 
the Newcastle-upon-Tyne publiclibrary. 
It is chiefly noteworthy as being the 
first printed catalog in Great Britain of 
a general library classified by the Dewey 
system, and as such, marks another pro- 
gressive step in English library work. 

It has been compiled by Andrew 
Keogh, sublibrarian of the Newcastle 
public library, and is an admirable piece 
of work. 

First comes a complete list of the 
books, arranged by author. The call 
number is the accession number, made 
necessary by the indicator system, and 
this number is printed at the right of 
the title in heavy type. At the left, in 
small type, is the class number, which 
enables anyone who finds that the par- 
ticular book he desired is out, to refer 
directly to other books on the same sub- 
ject. Next comes a title list of fiction, 
and then the books arranged by class, 
followed by a very. full subject index. 

‘Dates are given except in case of 
fiction, and under each class are given, 
beside the books that strictly class 
there, any biographies or other works 
on allied subjects. 

There are many cross-references and 
other aids which help to render it a 
very complete and efficient guide in the 
selection of books. 

A second branch library has just been 
arranged for, and by getting for it the 
same books that are in the Stephenson 
branch, the one catalog will answer for 
the two. 
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MR Sasin, state superintendent of 
public instruction of Iowa, at the recent 
meeting of the Iowa library association, 
told of a novel plan which is pursued in 
some of the school districts of that state. 
In some of the small districts, where 
there are onlya very few pupils of school 
age, the schools are closed, and these 
few pupils are taken at public expense 
to the larger schools adjoining the dis- 
trict. It is a plan which would be 
worth trying in library matters. In- 
stead of having so many weak, half- 
alive libraries in country districts, it 
would be better to have one good, 
strong, central library in a township or 
centrally located place, with branches 
or delivery stations in the different dis- 
tricts, after the plans that. are so suc- 
cessfully followed in large cities. A 
better and larger collection of books 
could then be brought together than is 
possible now, and the cost of circula- 
tion, by means of a delivery wagon, 
would be very small. The statistics 
of branch libraries and delivery sta- 
tions in the large cities show that the 
most important part of the work of 
these libraries is done through them. 
They are placed in districts remote 
from the library, and in very many 
cases are reaching the very people who 
need the library the most. The travel- 
ing library is the. greatest boon the li- 
brary world has to offer. A young 
man who is not specially a book lover, 
in an outlying district in a large city 
will not be likely to go down to the 
main building for his reading matter, 
but will take a pleasure in reading if it 
is near at hand. In the country dis- 
tricts, where means of recreation are 
scarce, and particularly in the winter 
months, a regular delivery once a week 
of new or fresh reading matter would 
go far toward keeping the strong bod- 
ies and clear brains in their native en- 
vironment instead of coming in vast 
numbers into the great stream of the 
large cities, where bodies grow weak 
and minds and hearts grow weary in the 
ceaseless grind of contending forces. 
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Tour of Traveling Librarians 


It was an enthusiastic party of lovers 
of the Bard of Avon that drew up in 
front of the house which has been the 
object of interest to so many thousands 
for so many years as the birthplace of 
the immortal Shakespeare. It was to- 
ward the close of the delightful day 
which had been spent so pleasantly in 
the lanes and sights of Warwickshire, 
and the spell of other days and other 
men lay deeply on the minds and hearts 
of the travelers. There seemed to be 
a feeling of nearness to those ancient 
times, and one would scarcely have 
been surprised if Shakespeare himself, 
with his bright eye and ready tongue, 
had bid him welcome. The house which 
is pointed out as the birthplace of the 

oet stands near the end of Henley st. 

tis built on the edge of the street for 
a length of perhaps 30 feet, and has the 
low second story with its three-gabled 
roof in the old Warwickshire style, with 
the heavy black oaken beams showing 
in their crossing and support. It has 
had a varied history since the celebra- 
ted event occurred which gives it a dis- 
tinction beyond that of many of its 
kind in the quaint old town. One does 
not like the part of the story which as- 
signs this house to base uses, and is 
glad when the period of 1847 is reached, 
when, one is told, it was purchased by 
public subscription, to be ever after 
kept as a memorial of him — 

Who walked in every path of human life, 

Felt every passion; and to all mankind 

Doth now, will ever, that experience yield 

Which his.own genius only could acquire. 

The place has been restored as nearly 
as possible as it appeared in the poet’s 
day, and as. the party passed through 
the low entrance it was hard to realize 
the lapse of time which intervened be- 
tween the now and then. 

We were ushered upstairs into the lit- 
tle square room fronting the street, with 
its low ceiling supported by heavy 
beams, and in which the immortal 
Shakespeare first saw the light. The 
walls and ceiling of the room are liter- 
ally covered with the scribbled names 
of visitors, some of which would bring 
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quite a sum if offered in the autograph 
market. Even the panes of glass in 
the window bear illustrious names— 
Scott, Thackeray, Macaulay, Dickens, 
and Tennyson being among those point- 
ed out. In a little room back of the 
birth room is. a large portrait of Shake- 
speare, which is believed to be the best 
likeness. of Shakespeare in his prime. 
It was probably painted in gnake- 
speare’s time, and its story is quite in 
keeping with its looks. The rest of the 
upstairs is used as an abiding place for 
the large, valuable, and interesting col- 
lection of Shakespeareana. Halliwell - 
Phillipps left. his Shakespeare library to 
the association. Mr Savage, the librar- 
ian, ranks: among the foremost students 
of Shakespeare’s life, and it was a rare 
pleasure to listen to him as he picked 
out the choice bits of real history from 
the accumulations of fancy. The mu- 
seum downstairs has a number of things 
which are of interest from their con- 
nection with the poet’s life. Portraits 
of him at various. periods abound, but 
their origin cannot be vouched for. A 
chain, a signet ring with W. S. upon it, 
pipes, deeds of transfer signed by the 
parents, a desk said to have’been occu- 
pied by the boy at school, are among 
the collection. 

The property is in the care of trus- 
tees who regulate all matters concern- 
ing it, and who are appointed on ac- 
count of their interest in keeping green 
the associations connected with the 
place. 

No fire of any kind is allowed about 
the building, and there is quite a space 
of ground on each side to prevent any 
danger from adjoining buildings. At 
the back and on one side is’ quite a 
good-sized garden, in which is planted 
all the shrubs and flowers mentioned in 
Shakespeare’s writings. 

After lingering as long as time would 
permit, the party proceeded to accept 
the kind invitation which had been 
given by Mrs Charles. Flower, to drink 
tea in her beautiful grounds. These 
lie quite a length along the banks of 
the Avon, and with the grassy lawn and 
fine old trees form a charming setting 











for the delightful home which was so 
graciously opened for the entertain- 


ment of the travelers. It is midway 
between the Shakespeare memorial and 
Trinity church. O. W. Holmes gives 
an account of his week spent here, in his 
Hundred days in Europe. The cordial 
welcome given by the gracious hostess 
soon put everyone in a happy frame of 
mind, and it was a most delightful in- 
troduction to the English custom which 
furnished so much enjoyment during 
the entire trip—the afternoon indul- 
gence in the cup which cheers but does 
not inebriate. Several views of this 
charming place were taken bythe young 
ladies with cameras. Mrs Flower very 
kindly showed the treasures of her con- 
servatory and flower gardens, and after 
giving permission to the ladies to se- 
lect what they chose from the latter, 
bade each a warm good-by. 

The walk through the flower gardens 
brought us to the Shakespeare memo- 
rial. This is a red brick structure situ- 
ated in the midst of beautiful public 
gardens on the banks of the Avon, and 
containing a Shakespeare library, a 
theater, and a picture gallery. The 
travelers were very cordially received 
by the librarian, Mr Brassington, and his 
assistant, Miss Rainbow. An address 
of welcome was made by the mayor 
and responded to by one of the vice 
presidents, and then the treasures of 
the library and the art gallery were 
shown by the hosts. The pictures are 
all connected with dramatic art, and 
some of the best of the great delinea- 
tors of Shakespeare’s immortal charac- 
ters look down from their places on the 
walls. The theater is a veritable little 
model of its kind, and some of the 
brightest stars in the dramatic world 
have interpreted Shakespeare’s plays 
upon its stage. The windows along the 
side of the stairway leading up to the 
theater. illustrate the Seven Ages of 
Man. On the south side of the build- 


ing is a statueof Shakespeare, with four 
figures at the base representing Ham- 
let, Lady Macbeth, Falstaff, and Prince 
Henry. The profusion of flowers every- 
where was a constant wonder. 


Miss 
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Rainbow gladdened the hearts of the 
visitors by presenting to each a pack+ 
age of poppy seed from the gardens, 
where they grew in multitudes: - The 
ground extending along the Avon in 
this vicinity was formerly covered by 
the forest of Arden, and many of the 
fine old trees still remain as witnesses 
of its departed glory. 

As night came on the travelers betook 
themselves to the quaint but very good 
little old inn, The Golden Lion. But 
there were too many for the size of the 
place, and so a number were stowed 
away in various localities in the neigh- 
borhood. A quaint old-fashioned room 
with heavy oaken beams: and dormer 
windows, over a curio shop, went far 
toward making one feel as if he were 
one of the characters in an English 
story book. 

Sunday morning brought in a per- 
fectly ideal day. A peaceful calm lay 
under the bright blue sky, and the soft 
breeze tempered the rays of the sun 
till one felt at peace with himself and 
all mankind. After a good breakfast 
at the Golden Lion, the party drifted 
about to enjoy the day and the place. 
A small number filled a break and drove 
out past the village of Shottery to the 
Ann Hathaway cottage, where Shake- 
speare is said to have carried on his 
courtship. The ride out was delightful, 
through the quiet streets and the coun- 
try road up to the old thatched cottage 
which is the Mecca of so many journeys. 
It is really the center one of three cot- 
tages which have grown into one dwell- 
ing place by the needs of the occu- 
pants. A large flower garden is on one 
side of the house, which is itself nearly 
covered with flowering vines. A dense 
hedge incloses the place, but alittle gate 
stands open and the visitors were kindly 
received and shown through the place. 
Descendants of the Hathaway family 
still live there—a Mrs Baker, 84 years 
old, and her daughter. The old woman 
took great pleasure in pointing out the 
fireplace seat, the courting bench, a 
table and a candlestick which had come 
down from Ann Hathaway’s posses- 
sions. A family Bible and many other 
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relics were also shown. Ann Hath- 
away’s bed, with its sheets and counter- 
pane protected by a glass case, were up- 
stairs, and the visitors were allowed to 
marvel at the fine needlework displayed 
on them. 

The ride back to Avon was taken over 
a different road from the one chosen 
in coming out, and led along quiet 
country lanes, where on that calm morn- 
ing the wheat fields with their golden 
grain, and myriads of bright red pop- 
pies, the hedgerows, the thatched cot- 
tages, the simple country folk with 
their clean Sunday frocks, made a pic- 
ture to which it is a pleasure to turn 
again and again. 

The hour of service at Trinity church, 
where Shakespeare lies buried, brought 
the party to its sacred shadow, though 
it may be doubted if all were strict 
churchmen. The church is very old, 
some parts dating from the 13th cen- 
tury. The transept and main body of 
the church show entirely different styles 
of architecture. The stone slabs which 
form the floor are worn almost through 
in places by the passing of many feet 
on their pilgrimage to the famous tomb 
which lies within the chancel. The 
place of the grave is covered with a 
stone on which is marked these lines: 

Good frend for Iesvs sake forbeare 
To digg the dust inclovsed heare. 
Blest ~ ye man yt spares thes stones 
And cvrst be he yt moves my bones. 

The explanation of these lines may 
be found in the finding, some years ago, 
of a charnel house on one side of the 
church, in which it was evident it was 
customary to place the bones found in 
excavating for new graves in olden 
times. One can scarcely be comfort- 
able in the thought that he who wrote 
the immortal words of Hamlet's solilo- 
quy should rest under such doggerel at 
last. 

The sermon of the morning was given 
by Bishop Hale, of Illinois, who was in 
England attending the Lambeth con- 
ference, and who was the guest of the 
vicar of Stratford-on-Avon, Rev. G. 
Arbuthnot. By invitation delivered 
from the pulpit the librarians met the 
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bishop and the vicar after the service, 
in the chancel, where the bishop re- 
peated the prayer of thanksgiving for 
escape from perils at sea on behalf of 
the travelers. Mr Arbuthnot pointed 
out the various things of interest—the 
font at which Shakespeare was bap- 
tized, the register showing the entries 
of his baptism and burial, a chained 
Bible of the version of 1611, given to 
the church in 1695, and several beauti- 
ful stained windows. ; 

The whole town and its surroundings. 
are redolent of Shakespeare, and while 
the natural beauty of the place and the 
béauty which comes with age are equal 
to anything to be found anywhere, still 
the great attraction to, and the one 
thought in the minds of, the thousands. 
of visitors every year, is the close associ- 
ation everything bears to the one whose 
name and history is so closely woven’ 
into the fiber of the place, even in busi- 
ness enterprises. 

After passing through the celebrated 
lime walk leading from the church to 
the street, the party proceeded under 
the direction of Mrand Mrs H.S. Ward 
(the latter is a daughter of the cele- 
brated journalist, Thurlow Weed), who 
had come from their country home to 
welcome the librarians, and who were 
most kind in acting as guides to the 
visitors during their stay, to the old 
grammar school. Mr Houghton, the 
head master, very courteously showed 
the visitors through, pointing out the 
probable places which were occupied 
by the boy Shakespeare and particu- 
larly the room in which a court was 
held in Shakespeare’s day and where he 
might have learned much of the legal 
lore and customs which stood him so 
well later in his work. It was not hard 
to imagine oneself back in those old 
days, as, passing. from room to room 
with their low, heavy-beamed ceilings 
and with quaint old furnishings, Mr 
Houghton pointed out historic articles, 
and gave story and legends to flavor 
the whole. The chapel of the Guild 
of the Holy Cross adjoins the grammar 
school and dates back to the 18th cen- 
tury. It has been restored in recent 
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years by the late Charles Flower, whose 
generosity is witnessed by magnificent 
gifts to the town in all its undertakings. 
Opposite the old chapel is the site of 
the house where Shakespeare ended his 
days. Nothing remains of the house 
but the foundations in the cellar and 
the old vine-covered well. Back of the 
place are some beautiful public gardens 
where, as the Sunday wore on, the lads 
and lasses sat and smiled. The quaint 
old house built by John Harvard’s father, 
the place of the ancient public stocks, 
George W. Childs’ gift of a drinking 
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little chapel where Guy Fawkes is said 
to have plotted. 

The party were particularly favored 
with the company of Mr and Mrs Ward, 
who are the joint authors of the very 
interesting work, Shakespeare’s town 
and times. Their extensive acquaint- 
ance with the region and the history 
connected with all parts of it made the 
day very interesting, as they kindly 
pointed out the beauty and told the 
story of each place visited. 

After dinner Mr Savage led the way 
out to the bank where the wild thyme 
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Trinity Church, Stratford-on-Avon 


fountain with a clock tower, were passed 
on the way back to the hotel. After 
luncheon, on invitation of Sir Arthur 
Hodgson, the party drove out to the 
beautiful old Clopton Hall, where they 
were very delightfully entertained by 
Sir Arthur and his charming wife and 
daughter, and shown through the his- 
toric old place. The ladies were sym- 
pathetic over the story of the maiden 
who drowned herself in the well, ‘and 
all for love,” shivered over the blood 
stains in a room where some one was 
murdered, and looked fearfully into the 


grows. No one who enjoyed the privi- 
lege of that walk will ever forget it. 
The sun was yet an hour high when 
the party passed out along the quiet 
streets with their borders of gardened 
houses gay with old-fashioned flowers. 
The country road was bordered with 
lime trees, and on either side were fields 
of grain whose yellow and green were 
challenged in beauty by the poppies 
which bid fair to give the prevailing 
color. The way led up a gentle incline, 
and when the height was reached a 
scene of surpassing loveliness spread 
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out in view. The meadows were green 
and soft in the lengthening shadows of 
the evening. Dark lines of green 
shades marked the running of the 
hedges. The Warwickshire hills and 
dales spread out in the summer twilight 
with increased loveliness. Here stood 
the gabled roof of a fine old place 
shrouded in the foliage of the trees. 
Beyond were the trees which mark the 
place of the Forest of Arden. The lane 
which gave escape to Charles I. wound 
like a silver ribbon into the shadows of 
the hills. As the party stood entranced 
with the loveliness, too deeply moved 
for mere speech, there came a stream 
of liquid music pouring from the little 
bird that rose almost from our midst 
and soared upwards into the blue sky 
beyond the reach of the eye. “You 
have heard the skylark,” said Mr Sav- 
age, “a rare thing for so late in the sea- 
son.” And then the feeling came that 
even nature was turning her accustomed 
laws to meet thevisitors. Several times 
during the walk snatches of the bird 
notes were heard, but nothing again 
so sweet and clear as the first sound. 
Axshort walk soon led to the hillside 
with its cushion of soft grass and dotted 
everywhere with the bunches of fragrant 
purple thyme. Under the purple and 
golden shadows of the eventide, it was 
not hard to fancy the immortal bard 
climbing to the top of the hill on a 
similar occasion, watching the sun go 
down in the fiery glowing haze of the 
west, and the soft rays of the serene 
half moon shining down on the eastern 
side, the lights of the villages begin- 
ning to twinkle in the far distance and 
a calm and peaceful stillness over all. 
Reluctantly were the faces turned back 
toward the town; but the walk through 
the fields, following the path over the 
stiles and through the meadows and 
quiet lanes of Shottery, with its vine- 
covered walls, was full of impressive 
loveliness, and though night fell around 
as the town was reached, the spell was 
still unbroken and each one sought his 
room feeling as if he had passed out of 
the lurid whirl of latter days into the 
dream and hush of olden times. 
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Chicago Public Library 


There was opened to the public in 
Chicago on Oct. 9, 1897, a library build- 
ing which for beauty of design and 
finish will equal anything which has yet 
been presented for public use, and at 
the same time it is the one library build- 
ing where the purposes for which the 
building is to be used were kept pre- 
eminently in view in designing the 
structure and its decoration. Various 
examples of how not to do it were at 
the service of those having the matter 
in charge, in several mausoleums which 
are used as libraries in different locali- 
ties, and at the same time the advantage 
of every successful plan which has 
served to make more easy the serving 
of the patrons ofa public library. Both 
these things were kept in mind in plan- 
ning the Chicago public library, and the 
result shows that it is possible to keep 
beauty and architectural effects in view, 
and at the same time have a building 
suited to library purposes. It will be 
seen how important that this should be 
so, when it is remembered that the Chi- 
cago public library statistics show a 
larger number of books circulated than 
any library in the world, and as large 
use of its reference department as any 
library in the country. 

The real beginning of the Chicago 
public library dates from the great fire 
of 1871, when the great-hearted Thomas 
Hughes touched the generous impulses 
of his English friends in so effective a 
way that a fine collection of valuable 
books were sent to the stricken city 
and formed the nucleus for the large 
collection which has steadily grown in 
numbers and in the appreciation of the 
people of Chicago, until its formal trans- 
fer into this veritable marble palace. 
On the night of October g the library 
was formally opened to the public, with 
a grand reception which was attended 
by more than 10,000 people. The fol- 
lowing program was listened to by as 
many people as could get into the de- 
livery room, where the exercises were 
held: 














Invocation............ Bishop Cheney 
Music, Serenade............ Schubert 
Address ..Charles Thornton, Corpora- 

tion Counsel of Chicago 


WRONG. oN Se Rae 
Address... 0... 0.0. Pres. A. F. Hatch 
MM iy wie « sScgieate ewe eis wma chee « 
POUR 6885s oe ec Dr E. G. Hirsch 


There were present many times the 
number of people in the audience, and 
these passed from room to room of the 
building, where the different devices for 
work and the many points of beauty 
were explained and pointed out by the 
librarians and the staff, who acted as 
ushers for the evening. The whole li- 
brary was brilliantly lighted, and the 
dazzling beauty of the marbles, mosa- 
ics, and decorations in color produced 
the impression on one of passing 
through the halls of the Alhambra in 
its days of splendor. 

A large number of visiting librarians 
and others from out of the city were 
present and the universal expression 
was admiration and wonder at the great 
beauty and perfect arrangement of it 
all. 

The library was opened for use to the 
public on Monday, Oct. 11, and its 
rooms have been thronged every hour 
of opening since, by the public, who 
seem to feel an increased interest in 
the contents from the beautiful envi- 
ronments surrounding them. 

A very large amount of fitting and 
arrangement still remains to be done, 
but the main part of machinery has 
been set in motion and the new library 
is successfully opened for public use. 
So much has already been said con- 
cerning the architecture and artistic 
beauty of the decorations, that it would 
be merely repetition of what is doubt- 
less already well known to speak of it 
here; but a tour through the tremen- 
dous building, with a librarian's eye, will 
show some very interesting things. 

There are two main entrances, as will 
be seen in the plans elsewhere — one on 
the north and one on the south of the 
building, which extends the length of 
the block along Michigan av. from 
Washington to Randolph st. Passing 
to the underground part of the build- 
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ing, the first story below is almost 
filled with the tremendous pipes and 
tubes that wind and turn, back and 
forth, like huge serpents, reaching here 
and there and everywhere in their work 
of supplying fresh air and carrying off 
the foul air to and from every part of 
the building. Fourteen huge fan ma- 
chines are incased in zinz chests, which 
keep the air in the tubes in constant 
motion. The air comes in from an 
open court in the center of the build- 
ing, and is drawn into a washing cham- 
ber where the impurities are taken out 
by passing through sprays of water. 
It is then drawn into an open mouth of 
a distributing shaft in summer, or passes 
through a six-feet-square chest filled 
with steam pipes, to be heated in win- 
ter. All the power and light for the 
entire building and its appliances is 
furnished by the electric plant in the 
basement. There are five engines in 
the second story below the street, and 
10 dynamos. There is also 82,249 ft. of 
heating pipe throughout the building. 
There are two service elevators and 
eight for the public. In the west side 
of the basement is the huge machinery 
which automatically carries in the coal 
and carries out the ashes from the fur- 
naces. Underneath the west court is a 
huge coal bin, where 400 tons of coal 
may be stored to meet an emergency. 
The engines and dynamos are placed 
upon platforms of concrete nine feet 
deep, so that no vibrations penetrate 
the walls of the building in any place. 
A handsome switch board, made of the 
Carrara marble and bronze, lines the 
north side of the engine room, sur- 
mounted by the master clock, which 
controls the 26 clocks through the 
building. The substantial finish of the 
walls, etc., in the upper stories will be 
placed in the basement also, when 
everything is complete. A tripthrough 
these lower regions is fully as interest- 
ing as one through the rooms above, 
and one goes from them with an in- 
creased feeling of respect for the heads 
and hands that plan, construct, and ad- 
minister the tremendous power that is 
enveloped in it all. 
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The large room to left on entering 
the south doors through the splendid 
‘ marble hall is used by the delivery sta- 
tion department, in charge of W. A, 
Purer, whose mechanical genius has 
been called into service in every part 
of the library, but has had particular 
play in his own department. Chicago 
public library has had perhaps its great- 
est reputation in the work of its de- 
livery stations, which have grown to 
rink page value and dimensions un- 
der Mr. Purer’s care, who has been with 
the public library since 1879. The 
main room of this department fronts on 
Washington st. and Garland court. It 
is 52 by 31 ft. in size, very light and 
airy, with every convenience to make 
the work rapid and easy. In the center 
of the long room is a counter on which 
are placed what may be called sliding 
shelves or trays, about 15 to the side. 
On each side of this counter is a bench, 
on which is a track on which the boxes 
are placed when they are brought back 
from the stations. The attendants take 
the books from the boxes and place 
them on the sliding apartments, which 
are then pushed along the counter to 
the discharging desk at the end, where 
the lists are checked and charges made. 
The trays are then placed in the eleva- 
tor in the end of the room and taken to 
the stacks. 

There are three means of communica- 
tion between the station room and the 
delivery room upstairs—a telephone, 
speaking tube, and a pneumatic tube 
carrying a cartridge. A person may 
bring to the main library a book which 
he has taken from a branch, and have it 
discharged. The records are squared 
between the delivery room upstairs and 
the station room by means of the cart- 
ridge, which carries the slips the 2co ft. 
distance in 10 seconds. Books may be 
charged to the different stations from 
the main delivery room in the same 
way. 

The shipping room for the delivery 
stations adjoins the station room, and 
there is built along one side a series of 
eight stalls in which the boxes of books 
are placed when ready for delivery. 
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Each stall is numbered or named, and 
assigned to certain wagons which sup- 
ply given districts. 

Back of this room is fitted up a tele- 
phone room through which communica- 
tion may be established between any 
of the departments and also with the 
outside world, by 26 connecting and 
three main lines. 

Adjoining the shipping room and 
behind the grand stairway is the bicycle 
room for the employés of the library, 
who have formed a bicycle club. 

At present the library does little 
binding beyond repair work, as Mr 
Hild does not think it economy, in view 
of the low price at which good binding 
is done in Chicago, and high price of 
good leather which would have to be 
kept on hand. The labeling and repair 
department, where labels and pockets 
are pasted, paper sides are put on, leaves 
mended, etc., is on the opposite side of 
the hall from the station and faces 
Washington st.and Michiganav. It is 
large, light, and as everywhere in the 
building, the ventilation is good. Be- 
hind this room on the north is ample 
space to put in a bindery if it is ever 
thought needful. Just now the rest of 
the ground floor on the Michigan av. 
side is taken up with the public docu- 
ments and patents department, ending 
with the documents reading room, 
fronting on Randolph st., and well 
lighted with eight large windows. The 
American patents are placed on open 
shelves in this room and are complete 
up to date. The library has also com- 
plete sets of the British, French, and 
German, and are now filling their sets 
of Swiss and Swedish patents. Ample 
room is: provided here for the very 
valuable but often neglected public 
documents. 

Across the hall from the documents 
department, in the northwest corner is 
a room which is to be fitted up shortly 
for the blind. Back of it is a room 
specially fitted for the bound volumes 
of newspapers. The large volumes are 
placed on roller shelving, and the up- 
tights are also lined with rollers, so 
there is no possible chance of the books 
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being injured by catching on anything. 

The cataloging rooms, of which there 
are two, are located in the southeast 
corner of the building directly below 
the librarian’s office and the order de- 
partment, and above the binding and 
labeling rooms, the ground floor being 
divided at this corner, to accommodate 
an intermediate or ‘“entresol” floor, 
upon which the catalogers are placed. 
The corner room, with four windows on 
the south and four on the east, is pro- 
vided with a lift running down from the 
order department, facilitating the con- 
veyance of new books to the hands of 
the catalogers. In the second room, 
which is on the Michigan av. side, is a 
service elevator large enough to hold 
several book trucks, by which the 
books, after being cataloged, are 
speedily transported downward to the 
labeling rooms and prepared for the 
shelves, the books thus traveling in a 
complete circuit from the order clerk to 
the stacks. Both rooms are provided 
with abundant light from large win- 
dows which begin five feet above the 
floor and extend to the ceiling, or 
rather, far beyond it, since these win- 
dows are simply the lower ends of the 
great arched windows which form the 
main facade of the building. The light 
thus coming from above, and from the 
east or south, is always a comfortable 
working light, and is replaced at night 
by a profusion of electric lamps. A 
staircase in the second room leads up 
to the circulating department and li- 
brarian’s office, or downward to the 
ground floor and the street. There is 
also a direct entrance to the stacks, an 
elevator, a door leading into the grand 
éntrance, and a house telephone, thus 
placing the catalogers as closely in com- 
munication with all parts of the build- 
ing as is possible with due considera- 
tion to the quiet and seclusion which 
their work demands. Ventilation is 
furnished by mechanical means, so that 
the windows may remain closed, and 
the dust and smoke, and most of the 
noise of the street, is excluded. Ample 
shelf space is provided for bibliogra- 
phies or other purposes, each room has 


its own clock and toilet appliances and 
wardrobes, and when the new furniture, 
now in process of construction, shall 
have been installed, the library will 
have an almost perfect cataloging de- 
partment. 

On the other side of these rooms are 
the quarters of the janitor force and the 
watchmen of the building. 

The grand stairway, with its glisten- 
ing white marble and twinkling deco- 
rative glass, has a sweep of four turns 
before the landing, which opens into 
the delivery room through the graceful 
marble arches. Beyond these arches 
stretches from east to west a perfect 
dream of beauty, made up of soft color 
and beautiful lights shining into the 
delivery room, which is by all odds the 
supreme effort of the builders. It is 
136 by 49 ft., and is lighted from all 
sides as well as by the magnificent cen- 
ter dome, 38 ft.in diameter. The east 
side of the room is used by the men, 
and has three long tables for consulting 
finding lists. The west side is similarly 
arranged for women. 

A delivery counter and railing of 
white mahogany runs all around the 
room. The center of this counter is 
the charging desk, and it has about 12 
ft. of bronze screen with four windows, 
two of which are used for checking off 
fines, so that the lines of applicants for 
books will not have to wait for the de- 
linquents to pay their dues. 

The call slips are dropped into little 
slots on the delivery counter and fall 
into drawers according to the class of 
books called for. Theslips are counted 
for statistics as to classes of books 
used. Several cases for material and 
records used for serving the public are 
placed in the ample space reserved for 
the attendants, behind the counter. 
Within 75 ft. of the counter are 175,000 
books, 75 per cent of which are most 
used for home reading and are located 
on the shelves on a level with the de- 
livery room. There are three decks of 
stacks, each 7 ft. high, one above and 
one below this floor, fitted with electric 
book lifts. These three stack rooms 
are constructed entirely of sheet steel in 
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the shelves, and with glass in the floors, 
are capable of being shut off from the 
entire building by heavy fire-shutters. 
This construction is as nearly fireproof 
as any yet devised. In thestack rooms 
a total of 360,000v. may be placed within 
125 ft. of the delivery desk. This does 
away with the_necessity of having me- 
chanical devices for transmitting books 
from the stacks to the delivery room, as 
are required in other libraries. 

The shelf room in the reference and 
reading departments brings the present 
shelf capacity of the library to 600,000v. 
When every available foot of space is 
utilized there will be room for 2,000,000v. 
The immediate equipment, however, 
will be for 300,000v. 

When the library has a good start in 
its new quarters, Mr Hild will place 
cases in the delivery room, where the 
new books may be displayed and be 
examined by the public. 

The registry department is situated 
at the left of the grand staircase, on the 
same floor with the delivery room, and 
opening into it. A handsome white 
mahogany counter incloses a space 
about Io ft. square for the public. Be- 
hind this counter is a raised platform 
on which the attendant sits. Within 
reach areconveniently arranged drawers 
and apartments containing slips, certif- 
icates, and all material needed in filing 
the records. Eight large cases with L. 
B. sliding drawers are placed in the 
open space behind the counter for filing 
the cards, records, and lists which carry 
the records of the office. 

On the opposite side of the hall, and 
opening into the delivery room also, is 
the order department and outer office 
for business. Beyond to the front will 
be the librarians’ rooms in the southeast 
corner. They are not yet fitted up, but 
are large and well lighted. 

The reference department, which in- 
cludes the reference room proper, the 
public card catalog room, special study 
room, and periodical stack room is lo- 
cated on the third floor of the Michigan 
av. side of the building. 

The reference room is 139 ft. long, 39 
ft. wide, and 30 ft. high, is well lighted 
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on both sides, so that on the darkest 
day there is no need of the use of arti- 


ficial light. The floor is deadened by 
the use of cork carpeting. It contains 
20 massive oak tables, with chairs to 
correspond, and has a seating capacity 
of 176. 

The entire length of the west wall is 
filled with book shelves, containing 
about 2000v. of strictly reference books 
to which the public has free access, 
the remainder of the reference books 
being stored in a stack room opening 
out of the public card catalog room. 
The room is also connected with the 
general stack rooms of the library by 
means of three electric book lifts, so 
that any book in the library can be ob- 
tained in the shortest possible time. 
At the south end of the room is a hand- 
some oak counter and desk for the care 
of the book slips, the books being car- 
ried by pages to the tables. 

The card catalog room opens out of 
the reference room and is fitted up be- 
side the catalog cases, with three locee 
tables and abundant chairs. One side 
of the room contains shelving for cata- 
logs of other libraries, indexes and bib- 
liographies useful in tracing the history 
of any book. 

Across the hall is the periodical stack, 
three stories high, tiled floor, well light- 
ed, and with a capacity for 75,000v. 

The special study room occupies the 
Michigan av and Washington st. corner 
of the building, is sufficiently well re- 
moved from the other rooms to insure 
quiet, and contains beside the attend- 
ants’ desk, seven large oak tables, with 
chairs to correspond. The two full walls 
have shelving on which reference books 
are kept, and lockers for the care of 
books which may be used in special 
study work as long as necessary. 

The reading room occupies the entire 
northern front of the building on the 
third floor, and receives light from all 
sides. The walls and ceiling are highly 
colored and exceedingly ornate, but the 
colors blend so accurately that it is ex- 
ceedingly pleasing to the eye. 

This room is 140 ft. long by 55 ft. 
wide and 33 ft. high. The windows are 














23 ft. high and 7 ft. wide. This depart- 
ment is reached directly by the eleva- 
tors of the Randolph st. lobby, and 
also by the corridor of the third floor 
from the Washington st. side. It is con- 
nected with the reference room at the 
east end and with the room for the 
unbound periodicals at the westend. It 
is as light as outdoors even on the 
darkest days, while the electric light 
fixtures are arranged so that night will 
cause almost no shadows in the room. 
The floor is covered with cork carpet. 
There are 22 tables and 352 chairs in 
dark oak, 8 newspaper stands which ac- 
commodate 64 newspapers, and the 
rack which holds the 60 hand files. 

- Behind the counter against the wall 
is a case of pigeonholes 39 feet long, 
which with those built on the inner 
side of the counter holds the current 
magazines for use in the room. 

Connected with the reading room at 
the west end is a room for the filing of 
back numbers of all the periodicals and 
papers kept in the main room. In the 
middle of this file room are three cases 
containing 450 small and 360 large pig- 
eonholes, marked with numbers corre- 
sponding to the pigeonholes in the peri- 
odical cases in the main room. 

Thecurrent numbers of the periodicals 
are filed here. There is also sufficient 
shelving for back files of American and 
foreign newspapers. A new feature is 
seen in the 28 sliding shelves for news- 
papers preserved for binding, where the 
shelf may be pulled out and the papers 
examined without being carried to a 
table. 

‘The department containing books on 
art is situated in the southeast corner 
of the building, on the top floor, over- 
looking Lake Michigan. There are 
three rooms—a reading room and two 
stack rooms. The reading room meas- 
ures 53 by 31 ft., and the stack rooms 
50 by 39 ft. The floors are covered 
with a cork carpet. 

In the reading room are tables and 
chairs and two large stacks with padded 
tops, where the elephant folios are kept. 
These stacks are about 3% ft. high, 5% 
ft. wide, and Io ft. long. 
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All books that measure less than 20 
in. are kept in. the ordinary upright 
stacks, made of finely polished oak 
wood. All books measuring 20 in. and 
over are laid flat on roller shelves. 

The number of books given out in 
this department for the week October 
11-16 was 526. 

The rooms on the top floor on the 
southwest side are to be used by the 
directors and for study rooms when 
the building is fully equipped. The 
floor plans given elsewhere in this num- 
ber of Pusiic LisRARIES will show the 
arrangement of departments on each 
floor. A cut of the building will show 
the admirable arrangement as to en- 
trances and windows. 

Taken all in all the city of Chicago 
has just reason to be proud of its library 
building, proud of the faithful members 
of its library board who have labored 
without stint to reach the highest point 
of excellence in every part, and of its 
librarian whose efficient service and 
courteous treatment of the patrons have 
won thorough sympathy for the insti- 
tution from all classes. The late la- 
mented Dr Poole, who did so much 
for library work everywhere, was always 
one of the staunchest friends of this 
institution, even after he severed his 
official connection with it. 

The Chicago public library has passed 
through the stress and storm of its ex- 
istence, has won a place for itself at the 
head and front of the library world, and 
stands a great and potent factor in the 
things that make for truth, progress, 
and all that contributes to good citizen- 
ship. 


Paste the label having the call num- 
ber on it where it will mar the book the 
least, as near the middle as possible. 
Labels stick better if the place where 
they are pasted is moistened with a so- 
lution cf ammonia and water, to re- 
move varnish or grease. After the call 
number is written, varnish the label 
with a thin solution of shellac in alcohol. 
Labels put on in this way will keep 
clean, remain legible, and rarely come 
off.—Library Notes. 
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Plans for Newark Public Library 


The firm of Rankin & Kellogg, of 
Philadelphia, were chosen from the 
competitive exhibit of plans for the new 
libraryin this city. A certificate signed 
by Ashton S. Taunser, Philadelphia, to 
the effect that the tatal cost of the build- 
ing as proposed by Rankin & Kellogg, 
would not exceed $188,000, including 
the heating, ventilating, lighting, and 
plumbing, was also given. The appro- 
priation for the new building is $300,- 
000, of which $100,000 was set aside for 
the purpose of asite. The site has been 
chosen in what is known as the Masonic 
Temple property, Washington st.,at the 
head of Washington park. It has a 
frontage of 113 ft. on Washington st., 
and a depth of 241 ft. 

Rankin & Kellogg in their letter state 
that they designed the State Asylum 
for the chronic insane, at Wernersville, 
Pa., St James’ hall, and Second Regi- 
ment armory, Philadelphia, First M. E. 
church, Germantown, Philadelphia, and 
other buildings less public. Both mem- 
bers of the firm are graduates of the 
Massachusetts institute of technology, 
and have been in the offices of leading 
architects and have studied abroad. 

The committee’s report contains the 
following: 

In the best 18 or 20 designs submitted, 
the general quality of the draftsman- 
ship was unusually high, with a large 
percentage of well-designed exteriors, 
and it is evident that the competition 
attracted the efforts of many architects 
of skill, taste, and experience. It is 
somewhat singular that some of the best 
elevations were found associated with 
plans of relative inferior merit. But in 
a library, quite as emphatically as in any 
public building, the plan is the essential 
and controlling element to be consid- 
ered. Aninferior elevation, with a good 
plan, can be improved, but a bad plan is 
a hopeless thing. 

Taking up no. 6 in detail, we find it 
has an excellent and ample vestibule, 
and an excellently lighted central hall 
and stairway of generous proportions, 
with side entrance, and good circulation 
throughout. The children’s and news 
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rooms are rightly placed and of suffi- 
cientsize. The delivery room is admi- 
rably lighted, and the details of lifts, ele- 
vators, service stairs, etc.,are as good as 
can be. The toilet rooms are large and 
perfectly lighted and ventilated from 
the outside. The plan as it stands is a 
first rate example of carefully studied 
arrangement. 

The first or main floor shows a very 
ample hall, from which entrance is had 
by two broad doors to the fine reading 
room, 22% ft.high. Thedelivery-room 
group is excellent. The delivery room 
itself is the best lighted of all the de- 
signs, having windows on three sides. 
Supervision of the two adjacent rooms 
trom the desk is easy, and these rooms 
are very well lighted. An example of 
the careful study bestowed upon this 
plan is the provision of a 12-ft.-high gal- 
lery (these rooms being 22% ft. high) 
on the inner side of the fiction and biog- 
raphy rooms, away from the windows, 
so that it does not cut off the light from 
any part of the room. The librarian. 
and custodian’s rooms are well placed 
on the north side, and might well have 
a mezzanine for storage or service over 
them. This is suggested inthe descrip- 
tion accompanying the design. 

The second floor is equally well 
planned. All the rooms are well light- 
ed, and the disposition of the staff and 
trustees’ rooms good. The third story 
is good and calls for no comment. 


The Bodleian library is reported to 
be crammed full of books, which have 
overflowed into the basements of avail- 
able buildings near by, while daily in- 
undations of new literature continue to 
pour in, for which there is no storage. 
The Bodleian has been used to keeping 
most of the books that came to it; now 
it must determine whether to continue 
that policy or to let the principle of the 
survival of the fittest govern its meth- 
ods in future. The storage of books in 
libraries is expensive, and the storage 
of books not worth storing must be a 
source of affliction to all conscientious 
librarians.— Harper's Weekly. 
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MICHIGAN AVENVE 
Plan of first floor, Chicago Public Library 
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Plan of mezzanine, Chicago Public Library 
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Plan of second floor, Chicago Public Library 
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Plan of third floor, Chicago Public Library 
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Library Meetings 


Chicago—The library club held its first 
meeting of the year at the Newberry li- 
brary, Oct. 7, 1897, with a good attend- 
ance. Pres. A. H. Hopkins presided. 
The secretary having resigned, Miss 
Ahern was appointed secretary pro tem. 

C. W. Andrews, of the John Crerar li- 
brary, chairman of the committee on the 
Union list of periodicals, gave a report 
of the progress of the work. Owing to 
the delay of some of those engaged in 
the work, the complete report could not 
be made for another month. Seventeen 
libraries had been asked to prepare lists. 
One had refused, and one gave no an- 
swer. Thirteen had sent in complete 
lists, one a list of half its periodicals, 
with a promise of the rest to follow, and 
one of the large libraries had not yet 
sent in a report. 

The address of the evening was made 
by Hervey White, reference librarian of 
John Crerar library, on A day with a 
reference librarian. He began by ques- 
tioning the good of having a library club 
unless it acted as a lever for raising the 
educational force of the different libra- 
ries represented in its membership. A 
public library ought to have the best 
reference books, and all of them—these 
to include current periodicals, cyclope- 
dias, text-books, and popular treatises. 
Added to these there should be a court- 
eous, well-informed attendant, who is 
not entirely dependent upon library 
helps to find what is wanted, and above 
all, should not turn the uninitiated over 
tothe catalog. Assistants should keep 
up with the reviews in the critical pe- 
riodicals, and in large libraries might 
have the reviews of their special de- 
partments assigned to them. There is 
a possibility of list making being over- 
done. Don’t make a bibliography un- 
less there is a reason for it. 

In the discussion, Mr Bishop advo- 
cated the idea of making bibliography 
a part of every college course at least, 
and if possible of the high school course. 
_ Mr Andrews said that he had heard 
learned doctors at the Brussels conven- 
tion of bibliographers say that they did 
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not know how to use bibliographies, and 
so thought that it might not be so dis- 
couraging to have common people say 
they didn’t know them. He told of a 
free scientific reference library estab- 
lished in the artisan quarters of Paris, 
which had 15,000 books and as many 
photographs illustrating national, polit- 
ical, and social science. 

A proposition was then presented that 
the club make arrangements to secure 
a permanent place for headquarters. 
After considerable discussion it was 
decided to appoint a committee to con- 
sider the matter and report at the next 
meeting. The meeting then adjourned. 

Central California—The principal fea- 
ture of the October meeting of the as- 
sociation was the paper by W. P. Kim- 
ball on Traveling libraries, in which a 
history of this movement was given, and 
its great power for good demonstrate. 
A comprehensive account of the condi- 
tion of library affairs in California was 
given, the speaker stating that over 50 
per cent of the inhabitants were utterly 
debarred from library benefits, and 
showing how perfectly the traveling li- 
brary system would apply to the neces- 
sities of the state, citing as an example 
the system of circulating books and 
magazines among its employés, already 
in use by Wells, Fargo & Co. The 
need of assistance by suggestion and 
advice, to many communities where the 
library languished simply from a want 
of knowledge of how to advance its in- 
terest, was urged, and a stirring appeal 
was made that the association assist 
these libraries by every means possible. 
A discussion followed, which resulted 
in the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, that it is the sense of this 
meeting of the Library association of 
central California that a system of 
traveling libraries is essential to the 
diffusion of knowledge throughout the 
state, and the promotion of the welfare 
of its citizens; that we heartily indorse 
the establishment of such libraries, and 
pledge the support of this association 
to the same; and it is further 

Resolved, that this association under- 
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take the collection of statistics regard- 
ing libraries of general circulation in the 
state. 

An account of the Object and meth- 
ods of the Press Clipping bureau was 
given by H.S. Allen, in which it was 
shown, in regard to this product and 
necessity of modern civilization, that 
while not yet 20 years old, there was 
already an organization that included 
every large city in the world, with a 
capital of $15,000,000 invested. The pa- 
per was made most interesting by the 
explanation of methods of filing scraps, 
and examples of work accomplished, 
including two large quarto volumes of 
newspaper clippings on the death of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. In closing Mr 
Allen generously offered the services 
of the bureau to aid the association in 
carrying out the plan outlined in Mr 
Kimball’s paper. 

A discussion on The selection of 
books for a public library, in which John 
S. Hittell, F. J. Teggert, and P. J. Healy 
took part, closed the evening. Tle con- 
sensus of opinion seemed to be that, ot 
necessity, the librarian is largely respon- 
sible for the judicious selection of books, 
as a committee, however well equipped, 
could not have the intimate knowledge 
of the needs of the library patrons re- 
quired for intelligent selection. 

A. M. JELutson, Sec. 


Georgia—The first annual meeting of 
the Georgia library club was held at 
the public library, Macon, Oct. 28-29, 
1897. A very interesting program was 
presented, covering the library field in 
every part, and much help is expected 
from the enthusiasm produced by this 
meeting. 

lowa—Last year the library section of 
the State teachers’ association severed 
its connection with that body, for the 
good of the library cause. The meet- 
ing at Des Moines Oct. 12-13 was the 
first one held since the action was taken. 
The increased attendance of both libra- 
rians and other people interested, the 
live, enthusiastic proceedings, the mani- 
fest growth of. professional interest, all 
proved the wisdom of the step. Even 
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those who were opposed to separation 
took occasion to express themselves as 
more than satisfied with the results thus 
far. The meeting was opened by the 
address of Pres, W. H. Johnston, of Fort 
Dodge. He referred feelingly to the 
death of Gol. Gatch, of Des Moines, who 
was always a strong support in the libra- 
ry work of the state, and to whom the 
association owed very much of its suc 
cess. He expressed a wish for a wider 
extension of library influence, and saw 
no good reason why the country lad 
might not read his library book by the 
electric light furnished by the power 
of the windmill on the farm. Melvil 
Dewey’s ambition for New York might 
well be taken up by every state, to have 
more good literature to the square rod 
read in New York than in any other 
state inthecountry. He outlined what 
might be done with a strong central li- 
brary having its branch stations in every 
district,and urged those present to bring 
about such conditions. ; 

After some reports, Mrs Cope, of the 
state library, said that there had been 
186 applications for the 50 traveling li- 
braries of the state. Schools had ap- 
plied for them, but she had rather avoid- 
ed sending them to schools, but rather 
to out-of-the-way places. She preferred 
to send them where there was a disposi- 
tion to organize a public library, and to 
libraries had been started through their 
influence. 

Miss Stearns, of Milwaukee, gave an 
outline of the great work that is being 
done in Wisconsin by the library com- 
mission, and offered to divide the re- 
sults of their labor, in pamphlets, etc., 
with all who would write for them. The 
progress of this state seemed rather be- 
wildering to many present. 

Miss Ahern, being called on, said that 
she hoped none of those present would 
feel discouraged because library matters 
with them were perhaps yet in the day 
ofsmallthings. These have their place 
in the work to be done. The small 
things were needed—even Pustic Li- 
BRARIES, as well as the very excellent 
Library Journal. The only thing to take 
heed to was the opportunity to do sin- 

















cere, earnest work in the place appoint- 
ed, and to be sure that it was real, and 
not effort put forth for display or be- 
cause it was a fad. 

Mr Burtch, of A. C. McClurg & Co., 
gave a very helpful talk on book buy- 
ing, and said when at all practical to 
buy from local dealers. 

Reports from various libraries were 
then made, and showed an active inter- 
est throughout the state. Several spoke 
of being deprived of resources by the 
general libraries which were being built 
up in the public schools. This brought 
a talk from Miss Ahern on the desir- 
ability of keeping separate and distinct 
school and library boards. She cited 
instances in'other states as examples of 
the evils of such unions, where the sal- 
aries are meager, thereby shutting out 
competent people, and the resources of 
the libraries are considered only after 
the school has had all it can use. 

The afternoon session was to have 
opened with a paper by Virginia Dodge, 
on How to arouse interest in the organ- 
ization of public libraries, but Miss 
Dodge was too ill to attend the meet- 
ing. Miss Stearns therefore occupied 
the full time, and gave a very stirring 
and interesting account of such work as 
had fallen under her experience and ob- 
servation. Foremost among the agen- 
cies in this work she placed the press. 
Prominent lecturers would be a help. 
After the money comes the board. 
Don’t think you have to have all the 
preachers in town. Have some women 
on the board; they have time to look af- 
ter details, and keep the library out of 
politics. Have those who can distin- 
guish between counsel and interference. 
Onestrong politician is a good thing; he 
will know how to pull the wires. Have 
responsible men to look after the funds. 
The most important thing is the libra- 
rian. Don’t think anybody will do, 
nor take one because it is somebody’s 
relation. Don’t have a retiring, shy li- 
brarian, nor one that loves to read. 
Have good appliances; even if expen- 
sive at first, they pay in the end. Don’t 
have high shelving. Keep up with 
what interests the town. Begin book 
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buying with picture books for children. 
Buy fairy tales and wholesome home 
stories. Don’t buy books about slaugh- 
ter for slaughter’s sake. Avoid boy 
phenomena. Cater to clubs, but don’t 
buy expensive things. Don’t hamper 
your book list by keeping an extensive 
reading room. Keep up the interest 
and enthusiasm at any cost. 

Miss Stearns’ personality adds greatly 
to the effectiveness of her talking, and 
her address was thoroughly enjoyable. 
It was interspersed throughout with 
anecdotes illustrating the points made, 
from the sublime to the pathetically 
ridiculous. 

The point was made by Mrs Morse, of 
Des Moines library board, that a large 
library loses the inspiration which 
seems to belong to small libraries. Miss 
Stearns thought this was done by spend- 
ing too much time oiling the machinery, 
and by “red tape,” and that the librarian 
ofa large library should not letanything 
interfere with his intercourse with the 
people. Mr Rich thought that such a 
librarian ought to be the chief engineer, 
and let the individual work fall to the 
assistants. A general discussion fol- 
lowed, and reports of conditions and 
progress from nearly every librarian 
present were given. 

The evening session was fully occu- 
pied by Johnson Brigham, editor of the 
Midland Monthly, with a paper on The 
danger line in literature. It was a 
scholarly, bright criticism of the things 
which make for worth in all classes of 
writings. Mr Brigham has promised 
an epitome of his paper to Pusiic L1- 
BRARIES. A large number or Des 
Moines people prominent in literary 
and educational affairs attended, and a 
very enjoyable social was held after the 
meeting. ; 

The meeting on Wednesday morning 
was opened with an address by State Su- 
perintendent Sabin, who gave anaddress 
on Relation of schools tolibraries. Mr 
Sabin said that the most serious charge 
brought against the public school at 
present is that it fails to develop right- 
mindedness among its pupils, and that 
it does not reach out into the homes of 
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the pupils. 
brary promised to furnish the missing 
link between the school and the home. 
As such it cannot be too strongly en- 
couraged, and especial care should be 
taken to provide it with healthful books 
and to give it vigorous life. The new 
law provides that school boards shall 
have power to use the contingent fund 
to the extent of $25 for each room an- 
nually, and this, doubtless, will give a 
great impetus to the work of upbuilding 
school libraries. The books selected 
should not be taken at random from any 
publisher’s catalog, but should bear con- 
stantly in view the needs and the men- 
tal development of those who use them. 
Reference books should be provided, a 
few at a time, with regard to the sub- 
jects in which pupils are most interest- 
ed. Mr Sabin especially laid stress on 
the moral qualities of books. ‘The book 
which contains lowslang phrases should 
be discarded; so should one which 
teaches by expression or inference any 
degree of irreverance for sacred things. 
Do not place on the library shelf a book 
which teaches that it is smart to thwart 
the wishes of parents or teachers. 

A question box had been provided, 
and a number of questions were handed 
in. They covered administration, book 
selection, technical works, ways of 
arousing interest, places for getting 
books, pictures, etc. This was a very 
interesting session on account of the 
free discussions. 

Mr Sabin, state superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction of Iowa, told of a novel 
plan which is pursued in some of the 
school districts of the state. In some 
of the small districts where there are 
only a very few pupils of school age, 
the schools are closed and these few pu- 
pils are taken at public expense to the 
larger schools adjoining the district. It 
is a plan which would be worth trying 
in library matters, and particularly in 
school libraries. 

The opening paper of the afternoon 
was read by Judge Deemer, of the Su- 
preme court, on How to stimulate in- 
terest in the library. He divided the 
subject into two parts: 1) those relating 


He said that the school li-_ 
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to the library itself, and 2) those relat- 
ing to the people who are expected to 
use it. The librarian should be a schol- 
arly person, but not a bookworm. He 
should be familiar with the current lit- 
erature. The library should be well ar- 
ranged, and well equipped with appli- 
ances. In its contents, old novels aver- 
age better than new. In history, biog- 
raphy, travel, economics, and sociology, 
the new authors are better than the old. 
In applied science keep up to date. 

A resolution was passed asking for 
the appointment of a library commis- 
sion. A committee to present the mat- 
ter to the legislature was appointed. 
The officers elected for the next year 
are Pres., W. H. Johnston, Ft. Dodge; 
Vice pres., W. H. Payne, of Nevada; 
Sec. and Treas., Ella McLoney, Des 
Moines. After an expression of pleas- 
ure in attending the meeting by many 
present, the association adjourned. 


Massachusetts— The annual meeting of 
the Massachusetts library club was held 
at Medford, Tuesday, Oct. 26. Beside 
the regular business, there was an ad- 
dress by Prof. C: Eliot Norton, on The 
choice of books. A symposium on The 
new books of the year, was presented 
as follows: Reference books, George 
T. Little; Philosophy, H. L. Koopman; 
Biography, F. H. Hedge; History, W. 
E. Foster; Travel, John Ritchie, jr.; 
Social Science, John Graham Brooks; 
Education, C. H. Morss; Science, N. 
D. C. Hodges; Art, Otto Fleischner; 
Literature, Mary Morison; Fiction, 
Alice G. Chandler; Juvenile, Mrs Ger- 
trude P. Sheffield. A more extended 
account will be given later. 


Ohio—The third annual meeting of 
the library association was held in 
Cincinnati, October 27-28. The pro- 
gram provided that Wednesday morn- 
ing should be occupied with visits to 
the libraries, the Rookwood pottery, 
and the art museum. The first session 
was appointed for 2 o'clock. After 
routine business, a paper on the Ohio 
library commission was presented by 
R. P. Hayes, in which he gave an ex- 
haustive report of its work in the first 
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18 months of its existence. At the 
evening session, addresses on the li- 
brary movement were made by promi- 
nent citizens of Cincinnati. Thursday 
morning session was devoted to two 
subjects— college libraries and elemen- 
tary work. A trolley ride was pro- 
vided for the afternoon, and a very 
pleasant reception by Mr and Mrs 
Whelpley to the librarians, at their 
beautiful home in Clifton, finished the 
meeting. 


Pennsylvania— The first meeting of the 
library club was held in West Chester, 
Oct. 11. About 56 members were pres- 
ent. They were received by the library 
board and shown through the places of 
interest. Tea was afterward served at 
the public library. The meeting was 
called to order at 8 o’clock, and Mr 
Thomson opened the discussion on the 
topic of the evening, How to establish 
and support a free library, saying that 
it is the inalienable right of everyone to 
‘have access toa free library. These can- 
not be conducted in the same manner 
in different places. All must depend 
on the people of the community, but in 
every town the library should be free— 
as free as a park, as free as the hospital. 

If anyone wants to give money to the 
library, all well and good; but by all 
means let it be a free gift. A fee is apt 
to drive those away who need the libra- 
ty most. If for any reason a library 
has been supported by subscriptions, he 
advised the managers by all means to 
disregard this means. Go to work en- 
thusiastically, get a city or borough ap- 
propriation, and throw open the doors 
to the public. Mr Montgomery fol- 
lowed with a short talk on traveling li- 
braries. 

Several citizens of West Chesterspoke 
on the lack of interest in library prog- 
ress by the city council of that place. 
Prof. Kreemer, of the high school,spoke 
of the great help the library was to their 
schools. 

The next meeting will be held in Phil- 
adelphia, when musical libraries will be 
discussed. 
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Columbia university 


The Columbian university of Wash- 
ington city has established a course in 
library economy under the direction of 
Ainsworth W. Spofford. The catalog- 
ing department is in charge of W. P. 
Cutter, librarian of the Agricultural 
department. Charging systems, shelf 
listing, etc., will be under the direction 
of H. B. Presnell, librarian of Bureau 
of education. 

Drexel institute 

Seventeen students have been en- 
rolled in the library school, class of 
1897-98 for the full course, and three 
special students for the cataloging 
course. The following states are rep- 
resented: Minnesota, 1; New Jersey, 3; 
New York, 1; Ohio, 1; Pennsylvania, 14. 

Illinois State library school 


The library school opened Septem- 
ber 14, with an enrollment of 23 stu- 
dents, six of whom are of last year’s 
junior class at Armour. The require- 
ment for entrance to the school is two 
years’ college preparation, and the fol- 
lowing colleges are represented in the 
junior class: Wellesley college, Hough- 
ton seminary (Clinton, N. Y.), Fredonia 
(N. Y.) normal school, Hiram (Ohio) 
college, Central Indiana norntal school, 
University of Illinois, University. of 
Michigan, Michigan seminary ( Kalama- 
zoo), Doane college (Nebraska), Uni- 
versity of California. The following 
states are represented in the school en- 
rollment: New York, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, 
Nebraska, California; and Canada. 

In the plan of the new library build- 
ing ample and conveniently arranged 
space has been given to the library 
school. The class lecture room is on 
the first floor, opening into the main 
hall and into the reading room. The 
main class room, situated above the 
stacks, is large and well lighted. The 
students are finding, in their part of the 
organization of the university library 
and its departmental collections, a lim- 
itless opportunity for practical work 
and experience 
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Mary L. Jones, of the New York State 
library school, 1892, and for the last 
five years librarian of the University 
of Nebraska, is assistant professor of 
library economy. Margaret Mann, of 
the Armour class of ’96, and last year 
instructor in cataloging at the Armour 
library school, is instructor in catalog- 
ing. 

Almon Burtch, of A. C. McClurg & 
Co.,Chicago, spoke tothe library school, 
September 24, on the order department 
of a library from a bookseller’s point 
of view. The subject of the value of 
library training in the bookselling pro- 
fession was introduced, and an infor- 
mal and very interesting discussion fol- 
lowed. Both the use of a training in 
library work to the bookseller and the 
value of the experience in bookselling 
to the librarian were considered, and 
the possibility of a new field for the 
trained librarian, both in bookselling 
work and in independent work for pub- 
lishing houses, was very enthusiastically 
dwelt upon. 

Prof. Ricker, dean of the engineering 
college, and professor of architecture 
in the university, gave a talk to the 
school, October 18, on The best archi- 
tectural books for the ordinary public 
library. The lecture was the first of a 
series of lectures to be given during the 
year by the heads of different depart- 
ments of the university, on the best lit- 
erature pertaining to the subjects of 
their departments. 

Mr and Mrs H. J. Carr, of Scranton, 
Pa., visited the school October 9g. 


New York State library school 


The fall term opened Wednesday, 
October 6, with 11 students in the sen- 
ior class and 15 in the junior class: 

While New York sends the greatest 
number, a wide geographic range is 
represented again this year by students 
from Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, Australia and Holland. 

Pratt institute library school 


The seventh session of the Pratt In- 
‘stitute library school opened October 
4. There were 94 candidates for ad- 
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mission examined, from which number 
the class of 20 members was selected. 
The following states are represented: 
Connecticut, 3; Georgia, 1; Illinois, 2; 
Indiana, 1; Kentucky, 1; Massachusetts, 
3; New Jersey, 2; New York, 4; Ohio, 
1; Pennsylvania, 2. 

In point of educational preparation 
and personal fitness for the work, the 
class is excelled by no previous class, 
and from the interest and enthusiasm 
with which they have entered upon the 
course, a year of thoroughly satisfac- 
tory work is anticipated. 


The Library Section of the N. E. A. 

In reply to an inquiry concerning the 
meeting of the library section of the N. 
E. A. at Milwaukee in July, a teacher- 
librarian, who if named would be recog- 
nized as one of the strongest members 
in the work, made the following answer: 

I was unable to attend the second 
of the meetings on account of the in- 
tense heat. The first meeting was cer- 
tainlyasuccess. I must make this crit- 
icism, however: all thespeakers seemed 
to think that the use of the public li- 
brary by pupils should be encouraged 
in order to increase their power to ap- 
preciate good literature,assuch. Now 
I think this is one of the least of the 
reasons why the schools should learn to 
use the library. The thing that ap- 
peals most strongly to me is the utili- 
tarian side. Asa teacher I should be 
much more apt to represent the public 
library to Johnny as a place to supple- 
ment his geography or history lesson 
than a place where they kept transla- 
tions of the Iliad. No one said any- 
thing about this side of it. They in- 
dulged in a good deal of high-flown 
talk about elevating Johnny Browning- 
wards. 


Binding a book means not only cov- 
ering it, but preserving it. Good bind- 
ing, even at a high price, educates the 
public taste and promotes a desire to 
protect the library from injury and loss. 
Cheap binding degrades books and 
costs more in the end than good work. 
Mend and rebind as soon as needed. 
Delay is extravagance. 











News from the Library Field 
East 


Eleanor A. Angell, Pratt institute ’95, 
has been appointed cataloger of the Gale 
library, Northborough, Mass. 


Grace A. Child, of Pratt institute ’97, 
has been appointed to the reference de- 
partment of the public library, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


A new public library, to be known as 
the Washburn library, was opened in 
East Bridgewater, Mass., September 28. 
It is a handsome structure and finely 
equipped. 

A new public library has been opened 
at Wales, Mass. The library which had 
been in existence for 40 years was burned 
in 1894, and there has been no public li- 
brary in Wales till now. The new li- 
brary is in high favor with the people, 
and has a bright future. 


Justin Winsor, the well-known libra- 
rian of Harvard university, died at his 
home in Cambridge, Mass., October 22. 
His life as a librarian began as superin- 
tendent of the Boston public library in 
1868. He remained there until 1877, 
when he became librarian of Harvard. 
Dr Winsor attained aconsiderable place 
as a bibliographer and writer on histor- 
ical subjects. His greatest work per- 
haps was the Narrative and Critical His- 
tory of America, in eight volumes. 

He was much beloved by all Harvard 
men, who will feel the loss of his help 
in their work. 


Central Atlantic 


Edith M. Pomeroy has reassumed her 
position in Pratt institute free library. 


Andrew Carnegie has offered the town 
of Stirling, Scotland, $6000 for a public 
library building. 

Anna S. Laws, Drexel ’96, has been 
appointed an assistant in the Drexel 
institute library. 

H. A. Mumford, Drexel ’97, has been 
appointed librarian of Ursinus college, 
Collegeville, Pa. 


Alice S. Griswold, Drexel ’96, has 
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been appointed an assistant in the li- 
brary of Congress. 

F. C. Bursch, of Pratt inStitute ’97, 
has been appointed as first assistant in 
the Y. M. C. A. library. 


Mary Fornance, Drexel ’93, is re- 
classifying and cataloging the State 
library at Annapolis, Md. 


Helen S. Carter, Drexel ’g5, is en- 
gaged in cataloging the public library 
of West Brookfield, Mass. 


Irene A. Hackett, Pratt institute ’97, 
has been appointed librarian of the Y. 
M. C. A. library in Brooklyn. 


Ada F. Liveright, Drexel ’96, is re- 
classifying and cataloging the public 
library at Phoenixville, Pa. 


Lucy W. Mitchell, Drexel ’97, has 
been appointed an assistant in the Os- 
terhout library, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Elizabeth L. Foote, New York library 
school ’92, began work as cataloger in 
the New York public library October I. 


Maria C. Babcock, of Pratt institute 
’96, has been appointed indexer in the 
office of the New York Life Insurance 
Co., in New York. 


Mildred A. Collar has been appointed 
first assistant in cataloging department 
and instructor in the library school of 
Pratt institute, Brooklyn. 


Misses Randall, Eilbeck, & Bechtel, 
Drexel '97, have been engaged to re- 
classify and catalog the Friends’ free 
library of Germantowa, Pa. 


Janet E. Bird, Pratt institute ’94, re- 
signed her position as librarian of Bis- 
bee, Ariz., to take the librarianship of 
the State normal school, Millersville, Pa. 


Anne S. Ames, New York library 
school ’96, has been appointed libra- 
rian and teacher of bibliography in the 
en seminary, in Washington, 
D. 

A civil-service examination for posi- 
tions in the Newark (N. J.) public li- 
brary will be held in the near future. 
This will be open to nonresidents as 
well as residents. 
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A committee has been appointed and 
steps are being taken to establish a pub- 
lic library in White Plains, N. Y. The 
library of the old Lyceum association 
will be used as a nucleus. 

A plan of circulating five firemen’s li- 
braries is being put into operation in 
Newark, N.J. The firemen are to assist 


' in keeping the record and in transfer- 


ring the boxes from one engine house 
to another. 


Frederick, Md., will open a public li- 
brary in the Y. M.C. A. building in that 
city. The matter will be in charge of 
the Ladies’ auxiliary, which has pledged 
itself to the support of the enterprise. 


The year’s circulation, from present 
indications, will approach very closely 
to 1,000,000v. in the New York free cir- 
culating library. Two new branches 
have been opened, and a third has been 
so improved as practically to constitute 
anew branch. To a fourth a large ad- 
dition, nearly doubling its capacity, has 
been built. A traveling-library depart- 
ment has been established. The two- 
book system has been extended to eight 
of the nine branches, and the open-shelf 
system has been introduced in two of 
them. The cataloging force has been 
increased, and much-needed facilities 
in this line are well advanced, whereby 
the public will be greatly benefited. 
Telephones have been placed in all the 
branches. The whole library force, now 
numbering about 60 persons, has been 
classified on civil-service models, and 
the passage of an examination is now 
necessary for promotion from class to 
class. The library asks for the maxi- 
mum legal appropriation of 10 cents a 
volume, to expend in an extension of its 
work, in increased facilities for the pub- 
lic, and in making provision for the in- 
evitable further increase of its circula- 
tion. 


Miss Hazeltine prepared a cozy room 
for the children’s use in her library at 
Jamestown, N. Y., and gave a grand 
opening of the same on October 6. It 
was in the naturé of a surprise to the 
children, and more than 1000 of them 
came to admire it in response to the 
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invitations sent out when all arrange- 
ments were completed. The room is 
the pleasantest one inthe library. The 
walls are decorated with pictures cal- 
culated to interest the children. A 
case holds 300 of the best books for 
children, classed under such interesting 
titles as How to make things, Stories 
of long ago, Stories about people, 
Traveling library, Science, Fairy stories, 
Indians, Stories of war, soldiers, and 
sailors, Good stories. These may be 
selected by the children and checked at 
the window. In the room are new low 
tables and new low chairs of oak. On 
the tables are the latest magazines and 
pamphlets for children, among them 
Youth’s companion, Harper’s round 
table, Birds, the Great round world and 
what is going on in it, Harper’s weekly, 
St Nicholas, and Outing. In connec- ' 
tion with the room a Library league has 
been formed and is rapidly growing in 
favor. 
Central 


Elizabeth Clark has been appointed 
reference librarian at the Evanston (III.) 
public library. 


Grace Bryant has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Chicago College of phy- 
sicians and surgeons. 


Margaret Furness has taken the po- 
sition as junior assistant at the John 
Crerar library, Chicago. 


Julia Gregory, Armour institute (un- 
dergraduate, ’97), has been appointed 
head cataloger of the public library of 
Kansas City, Mo. 


The John Crerar library, of Chicago, 
find that after six months’ experience 
with open shelves they have lost only 
one book, and that one of small value. 


Minnie A. Dill, after taking the com- 
plete course in the library school at 
Pratt institute, has returned as cata- 
loger to the public library, Decatur, Ill. 


Etta Curtis, public librarian of Ne- 
vada, Ia., has accepted a position in the 
Congressional library at Washington. 
Helen Harper has been elected to suc- 
ceed her. 











Dr G. E. Wire is classifying a large 
collection of old manuscripts, plates, 
and books relating to American Meth- 
odists, recently given to the Garrett 
bibliographical institute by Wm. Deer- 
ing, of Evanston. 


The Michigan City public library is 
getting into order rapidly and will soon 
be open to the public. Miss Freeman, 
the librarian, already allows circulation 
two days in the week, although work 
was not begun on the 3000 books until 
the middle of August. 


The 24th annual report of the Evans- 
ton (Ill.) public library gives no. of 
books, 18,778; circulation, 71,120v.; sala- 
ries, $2,668.96; books and periodicals, 
$2,806.80. The report also gives a very 
interesting history of the library and 
its growth. A finding list of the fiction 
department has been issued. 


Chicago public library has obtained 
a complete file of the accessions to the 
catalog of the British museum library. 
These are being cut into slips contain- 
ing the entries and pasted on cards by 
the Library Bureau. These will form 
a card catalog of the accessions and will 
give the library a complete catalog, as 
it already has the printed catalog. 


Incited thereto by the offer of Geo. 
W. Schea to give five prizes of from 30 
to 100 volumes to the schools in O’Brien 
county, Iowa, that should raise the most 
money to purchase books for school 
district libraries, the following schools 
won prizes, having raised the amount 
set opposite: 


i Summit township, no. 5....... + 874-01 
2 Grant township, no.9.. . 53.65 
3 Highland township, no. r Ratt 52.07 
4 Waterman township, no. 9.... 40.94 
5 Highland township, no.1..... 39-99 


Under a second proposition that all 
schools raising over $20 should receive 
books, 11 schools received books. Ev- 
ery township in the county took part in 
the contest, from Dale township, raising 
$159.91, down to Caledonia township, 
raising 75 cents. Total amount raised 
by all the districts, $1160.98. This is 
an example worthy to be followed. 
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West 


John D. Epes, of Johns Hopkins, for- 
merly librarian of St John’s college, 
Annapolis, Md., has been appointed 
librarian of the State university at Lin- 
coln, Neb. 


The bulletin of the Omaha public 
library gives the number of books in 
the library as 54,387 and circulation as 
216,000. It also gives some excellent 
reviews of current literature. 


Benjamin S. Barrows, who has been 
librarian of Omaha for the past two 
years, resigned his place in October. 
Edith Tobbitt, who has been assistant 
in the library for nine years, has been 
appointed acting librarian. 

South 

Marjorie H. Winn, Pratt institute ’97, 
has been elected librarian of the public 
library of Bisbee, Ariz. 


Through the efforts of the Women’s 
literary club of Harriman, Tenn., a li- 
brary has been started in that city. Sev- 
eral entertainments have been given 
which have brought a goodly sum of 
money for buying books. A recent 
book reception brought in 1o6v., and 
the movement is growing in popularity. 

Pacific Coast 

Nina Waddell, Armour institute ’97 
(undergraduate), is organizing the li- 
brary of Santa Rosa, Cal. 


The Mercantile library of San Fran- 
cisco has received a gift of $15,000 from 
J. W. Hendrie, of South Beach, Conn. 


The public library of Alameda re- 
ports a circulation of 125,974v. for last 
year; of this, 65,510v. were fiction; total 
no. of books, 22,077; salaries paid, $2506. 


The foundation for a memorial library 
building has been completed at Red- 
lands, Cal., upon which will be erected 
at once a $60,000 building, the gift of 
A. R. Smiley. 


Monthly Cumulative Index to Periodicals 
Subjects, Authors, ritles, "Book | Reviews, and Portraits 


SPECIMEN COPY FREE 
Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Library Bureau Department 


In starting this department in PuBEIC 
LipraRIEs it is the intention to bring be- 
fore its readers something of what the 
Library Bureau is doing that may be of 
interest to library people. This will 
consist of the plans pursued in carrying 
out ideas or furnishing material or as- 
sistance that can be indorsed, so that 
those interested in new libraries or 
unacquainted with our facilities may 
know where to turn for-valuable infor- 
mation, and to see the best theories in 
library science applied in the most sat- 
isfactory way. 

The Library Bureau is prepared to 
meet every question that can possibly 
arise in regard to library matters. Its 
assistance is constantly in demand by 
all kinds and conditions of library peo- 
ple, and its opportunities to be of serv- 
ice in everything of the kind are prac- 
tically unlimited. 

The library department of the Chi- 
cago office of the Library Bureau has 
obtained and forwarded to an innumer- 
able number of people expert opinions 
on how.to establish a library, how to get 
a building, furnish and equip it, how to 
open the library, and what supplies are 
necessary. 

This office has been consulted in the 
recent organization of 10 libraries, and 
has placed professional people to do the 
work according to the latest approved 
A. L. A. methods. 

The furnishings of the new library 
building of the University of Illinois 
are of the best and latest improved Li- 
brary Bureau fittings. Special designs 
in the desks, etc., for the library school 
were furnished. The furniture of the 
reading rooms is beautiful in design 
and material, and challenges at once 
the admiration and criticism ofall. The 
handsome fittings of the university of- 
fices were also the work of the L. B., 
and nothing to exceed it in beauty of 
design and finish, as well as quality, is 
to be found in the West. 

The Iowa State Normal school at 
Cedar Falls has one of the best-ap- 
pointed library rooms-in the country. 
Under the efficient guidance of Presi- 
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dent Seeley, the library has been fitted 
with the latest improved Library Bu- 
reau stacks and furniture, card catalog 
cases and outfittings, charging systems, 
etc. Miss Lizzie P. Swan, an expert 
cataloger, was employed for two months 
to assist the librarian to prepare the 
material for the opening at the begin- 
ning of the present school year. 
he Chicago public library starts its 
with 504 Library 
ureaucardtrays. Theroom is planned 
for four of these cases. The borrowers’ 
records is placed in 300 trays. 

The new public library at Racine, 
Wis., will have a complete outfit of the 
latest technical supplies and appliances 
with which to begin its work. This is 
an entirely new library, and is starting 
in the right direction, so there will be 
no need of doing the work over later on. 

The public library of Minneapolis has 
ordered another 88-tray case, and Miss 
Countryman at the head of the catalog 
department is working toward making 
all the material of the library available 
by a complete up-to-date card catalog. 

The new public library of Peru, Ind., 
has been fitted throughout with the best 
L. B. stacks, catalog cases,.cards, and 
charging system. Gertrude P. Shirk, 
the librarian, starts into the work with 
every convenience to make the library 
a valuable adjunct to the schools. 

The public library at Monticello, IIl., 
through the generosity of Mrs S. W. 
Allerton, of Chicago, was fitted up by 
the Library Bureau with steel stacks, 
handsome furniture, and a full equip- 
ment of all needed supplies. Mrs Al- 
lerton gave abundantly of her means to 
give the library the proper conditions 
for beginning the work, and no doubt 
the good accomplished will compensate 
her amply. 

Another state normal school to prac- 
tice true economy by starting right is 
the one at Whitewater, Wis. This year 
they have opened regular library rooms 
fitted up with Library Bureau stacks and 
new furniture. Miss Swan has been en- 

ged permanently as librarian, and the 
ibrary will hereafter form an important 
part in the laboratories of the institu- 
tion. 


— card catalo 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT. 


A. C. MCCLURG & CO. 


CHICAGO. 


E have a department devoted exclusively to the requirements 
of public, university, college and school Libraries, 
We earnestly invite correspondence on any matters connected 


with this branch of our business, 





We endeavor always to keep our immense stock as nearly 


complete as possible in works of general literature, embracing 


Belles-Lettres Art Music 
History Fiction Drama 
Biography Travel Poetry 


A. C. MceCLURG & CO. 


Wabash Avenue and Madison Street, 
CHICAGO. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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[ESTABLISHED 1848] 


LEMCKE & BUECHNER 


(Formerly B. WESTERMANN & CO.) 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
With offices at LONDON, LEIPZIG, PARIS 


Booksellers,: Importers and: Publishers. 


Agents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 
College and Public Libraries. 


OUR TERMS TO LIBRARIES ARE LOWER 
THAN THOSE OF FOREIGN AGENCIES. 


PERIODICALS SUPPLIED AT LOWER RATES THAN MAIL COPIES AND IN BETTER SHAPE FOR BINDING. 











AMERICAN BOOKS AT LOWEST RATES. 





Importations from all parts of the world, weekly shipments from England, Germany and France 
by the fastest steamers. Orders dispatched by every mail steamer. We solicit subscriptions 
to our Monthly Bulletin of World-Literature, a list of the most important publications of 
Germany, France, England, America, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia, and other countries, with 
complete index and supplement of critical notes. Subscription, per year, 25 cents. Cloth 
Cover and Reading Case for same, 20 cents. Recently published : c 


CATALOGUE RAISONNE OF WORLD-LITERATURE 


I. German Ciassics and Belles-Lettres; German Juvenile Literature, price 10 cts. 
II. French Classics and Belles-Lettres, price 10 cts. 





Miss M. S. Cutler, of Albany, says of the German Catalogue: ‘‘It covers a difficult ground in 
the most satisfactory way. It ought to be in the hands of every librarian in the country.” Mr. G. 


M. Jones, of the French Catalogue: ‘‘It is a valuable and useful work.” 
PP PPP PPPPPPPP 


AMERICAN AGENTS FOR THE 
TAUCHNITZ COLLECTION OF BRITISH AUTHORS 


The most convenient, well printed, cheapest edition on good paper, in which books meant to be 
read, were ever published.—/V. Y. Tribune. 





PUBLISHERS OF 


Fluegel, a universal English-German and German-English Dictionary. New edition, 3 volumes. 
English-German part, 2 vols., half mor., $11.00. German-English part, 1 vol., half mor., $5.50. 


Fluegel-Schmidt-Tanger’s School and Hand-Lexicon of the German and English Languages. 
2 vols., large 8vo., half leather, N. Y. 1896, introd. price, $4.50. The German-English part 


separately, introd. price, $2.60. 
The two Standard Dictionaries which no Library can be without. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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The Baker & Taylor Company 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street 
NEW YORK 


Wholesale Book Dealers 


MAKE A SPECIALTY OF SUPPLYING 


Public, Private, School, Club, and Society Libraries 


for which, as wholesale dealers in the largest American book market, they have 
exceptional facilities. They are constantly purchasing in large lots from all the 
publishing houses, and their business of supplying the retail and jobbing trade 
of the country necessitates an organization expressly adapted to thoroughly 
searching the market and promptly and completely filling the most miscellane- 
ous and difficult book lists, 

Estimates at lowest rates given on proposed purchases. Correspondence 
with Librarians and other book-buyers solicited. 

A topically arranged General Library List, selected from the standard and 
recent publications of all publishers, mailed on application. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR COMPANY 


Wholesale Book Dealers 
5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street NEW YORK 


G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS 


Telegraphic Address, Putnam, London. 
Telegraphic Address, Putnam, New York. 


LONDON: NEW YORK: 
24 Bedford Street, Strand 27 and 29 West 23d Street 


Library Agents. 


Messrs. Putnam have peculiar facilities for handling all library business 
intelligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders 
‘for American Books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without 
the commission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy 
all books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books in every 
department of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications of 
the day. Their business experience covers more than half a century. 








‘*Notes on New Books,’’ 
A quarterly of their own publications, will be sent regularly on application. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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LONGMANS, GREEN & C0.'S NEW BOOKS 





GENERAL LITERATURE 


THE WATER OF THE WONDROUS ISLES. By 
WILLIAM MORRIS. Large crown 8vo, buckram, 
PP. X-553, $2.50. 


THE BOOK OF DREAMS AND GHOSTS. By AN- 
—" LANG. Crown 8vo, cloth, ornamental, 
2.00, 


MODERN MYTHOLOGY. By ANDREW LANG. 
8vo, cloth, 236 pages, $3.00. 


THE VICTORIAN ERA. By P. ANDERSON GRA- 
HAM, author of ‘* The Red Scaur,’’ etc. An account 
of the progress and growth of the British Empire dur- 
ing the Queen’s reign. With 74 lllustrations and 2 
Maps. 12mo, cloth, ornamental, gilt edges, $1.00. 


THE DIARY OF MASTER WILLIAM SILENCE. 
A Study of Shakespeare and of Elizabethan Sport. 
By the Right Hon. D. H. MADDEN, Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Dublin. With Illustrations. 8vo, 
gilt top, $4.co. 


WORDSWORTH (Selections). By ANDREW LANG. 
With Illustrations by ALFRED Parsons, A. R. A. 
Crown 8vo, gilt edges, $2.00. 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE WORDSWORTH AND 
COLERIDGE MANUSCRIPTS IN THE POS- 
SESSION OF Mr. T. NORTON LONGMAN. 
Edited with Notes, by W. HALE WHITE. With 3 
Facsimile Reproductions: ‘‘IThe Brothers,” and Let- 
ter from W. Wordsworth to Humphry Davy: Cole- 
a “Love”; “The Ode to Immortality.” 4to, 
3.50. 


THE SPECTATOR. An entirely new edition, edited 
with Introduction and Notes, by GEorGE A. AITKEN, 
author of “The Life of Richard Steele,” etc. With 
numerous Portraits and Vignettes. In 8 volumes. 
Large crown 8vo, buckram, gilt top. Each $2.00. 

*,* Subscribers’ names for the eight volumes onty ac- 
cepted. Vol. lis ready,and succeeding volumes will be 
issued at intervals of about six weeks. 


MEMORIES AND FANCIES: SUFFOLK TALES 
AND OTHER STORIES: Fairy Legends, Poems, 
Miscellaneous Articles. By the late LADY CA- 
MILLA GURDON, author of ‘Suffolk Folk-Lore.” 
Crown 8vo, $1.75. 


CROQUET. Its History, Rules, and Secrets. By 
ARTHUR LILLIE (Champion, Grand National Cro- 
quet Club, 1872; Winner of the *All-Comers’ Cham- 
pionship,” Maidstone, 1896). With 4 full-page Illus- 
trations by Lucien Davis, 15 Illustrations in the 
Text, and 27 Diagrams. Crown 8vo, 264 pages, $1.50. 


BUILDERS OF GREATER BRITAIN 
Edited by H. F. WILSON, M. A. 

_ Aset of volumes illustrating the growth and expan- 
sion of the Queen’s Empire, as shown in the lives of the 
soldiers and governors who have played the chief parts. 
Each volume will contain the best portrait obtainable of 
its subject and a map showing his special contributions to 
the Imperial Edifice. 


1. SIR WALTER RALEIGH; the British Dominion 
of the West. By Martin A.S.HumE. Crown 8vo, 
With Portrait and 2 Maps, 450 pages, $1.50. [Ready. 


2. SIR THOMAS MAITLAND; the Masters of the 
Mediterranean. By WALTER FREWEN Lorp. 
*,* Other volumes in preparation. (/n the Press. 


*,* Notes on Books, a quarterly list, and our Monthly List, mailed Free to all Librarians, Secretaries, and private 
persons upon request. 


LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., PuBLisHErs, 








GENERAL LITERATURE—Continued. 
NEW BOOK BY GEORGE MACDONALD, LL.D. 


RAMPOLLI: Growths from a Long-planted Root: 
Being Transiations, New and Old, chiefly from 
the German; along with A Year’s Diary of an Old 
age By GEORGE MACDONALD, LL.D. Crown 
vo, $1.75. 


POPULAR NOVELS 


WAYFARING MEN, By the author of “Donovan,” 
“We Two,” “Doreen,” etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, orna- 
mental, $1.50. 


THE CHEVALIER D’AURIAC: A Romance. ByS. 
.LEVETT-YEATS, author of “The Honour ot Sa- 
velli,” etc., etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, ornamental, $1.25. 


CROOKED PATHS: A Novel. By FRANCIS AL- 
LINGHAM. Crown 8vo, $1.75. 


NEW NOVEL BY MRS. WALFORD 


IVA KILDARE: A Matrimonial Problem. By MRS. 
L. B. WALFORD, author of the ‘‘Matchmaker,” 
“Mr. Smith,” etc., etc. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 


' BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


THE PINK FAIRY BOOK. Edited by ANDREW LANG, 
siege numerous Illustrations by H. J. Foxp. Crown 
vO, $2.00. 


THE VEGE-MEN’S REVENGE. Illustrated in Color 

by FLORENCE K. UPTON. Words by BERTHA 
PTON. Oblong 4to, boards, $2 00. 

Uniform with * The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls” 
and ‘*7he Golliwog’s Bicycle Ciub.” 


THE ADVENTURES OF THREE BOLD BABES, 
Hector, Honoria, and Alisander. A Story in Pic- 
tures. By S. ROSAMOND PRAEGER. With 24 
Colored Plates and 24 Outline Pictures. Oblong 4to, 
$1.50. 


HERE THEY ARE! More Stories. By JAMES F. 
SULLIVAN, author of “The Flame Flower,” etc. 
With nearly roo Illustrations by the author. Crown 
8vo, pp. x-350, cloth, ornamental, gilt top, $1.50. 
ConTENTS: The Blue-eyed Fly, The Blue Thing with 

White Dots, The Land of the Givers-away, Snit, George 

the Usurper, Nobody the Intruder. 


THE PROFESSOR’S CHILDREN: A Story. By 
EDITH H. FOWLER, author of ‘“‘The Young Pre- 
tenders.”” With 24 Illustrations by ETHEL KATE 
BurGess. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 


KALLISTRATUS: An Autobiography. A Story of 
the Time of the Second Punic War. By A. H. 
GILKES, M. A., Master of Dulwich College. With 
{ Illustrations by MAURICE GREIFFENHAGEN. Crown 
vO, $1.50. 


The boys for whom this story is mainly intended will 
hardly fail to get a clearer conception of the incidents of 
the Second Punic War than from the ordinary text-book. 
The real hero of the book, of course, is Hannibal, who is 
painted in the most attractive colors.—Manchester Guard- 
ian. 
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LONGMANS, GREEN & CO.’S NEW BOOKS 


(Continued) 





SCIENTIFIC, Etc. 


A COURSE OF PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY. BvM. 
M. PATTISON MUIR, M. A., Fellow and Pre- 
lector in Chemistry of Gonville & Caius College, Cam- 
— Part I. ELEMENTARY. I12mo, 133 pages, 

1.50 


A COURSE OF PRACTICAL CHEMISTRY. By M. 
M. PATTISON MUIR, M. A., Fellow and Pre- 
lector in Chemistry of Gonville & Caius College, Cam- 
qocee. Part I, ELEMENTARY. 12M0, 4133 pages, 

1.50. 

PRACTICAL DOMESTIC HYGIENE. By J. LANE 
NOTTER, M. A., M. D., Fellow and Member of Coun- 
cil of the Sanitary Institute of Great Britain, Exam- 
iner in Public Healthin the University of Cambridge, 
Professor of Hygiene in the Army Medical School, 
Netley, etc., etc., and R. H. FIRTH, F. R.C.S., As- 
sistant Professor of Hygiene in the Army Medical 
School, Netley, etc. Crown 8vo, 320 pages, 90 cents. 


THE ELEMENTS OF COTTON SPINNING. B 
JOHN MORRIS and F. WILKINSON. With a pref- 
ace by Sir B. A. Dosson, C. E., M.1.C. E. Crown 
8vo, $2.50 mez. 


POPULAR READINGS IN SCIENCE, By JOHN 
GALL, M. A., LL. B., late Professor of Mathemat- 
ics and Physics, Canning College, Lucknow, and 
DAVID ROBERTSON, M. A., LL. B., B. Sc., for- 
merly one of the Assistant Masters University College 
School, London. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, $1.50. 


A TEXT-BOOK OF GENERAL BOTANY. By CARL- 
TON C. CURTIS, A. M., Ph. D., Tutor in Botany in 
Columbia University. With 87 Illustrations. Large 
8vo, cloth, pp. viii-360, $3.00 mez. 


WOUNDS IN WAR. The Mechanism of their Pro- 
duction and Treatment. By SURGEON-COLO- 
NEL W. F. STEVENSON (Army Medical Staff), 
A. B., M. B., M. Ch., Dublin University, Professor of 
Military Surgery, Army Medical School, Netley. 
With 86 Illustrations, many of which are reproduced 
from photographs. 8vo, 435 pages, $5.00. 


THE EXPOSITORY PARAGRAPH AND SEN- 

TENCE. An Elementary Manual of Composition. 
By CHARLES SEARS BALDWIN, A. M., Ph. D., 
ww in Rhetoric in Yale University. 18mo, 50 
cents. 


EXERCISES IN PRACTICAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


Part I. Elementary Physiological Chemistry. By 
Aucustus D. WALLER and . LEGGE SYMES. 
Crown 8vo, paper, 35 cents mez. 


Part II. 
Part III. Physiology of the Nervous System, Elec- 
tro-Physiology. By AuGcustus D. WALLER. Crown 
8vo, boards, 90 cents mez. (Ready. 


Part IV. 


(Preparing. 


[ Preparing. 


COMPLETION OF THE ENGLISH EDITION OF 
“ZELLER’S GREEK PHILOSOPHY.” 


ARISTOTLE AND THE EARLIER PERIPATET- 
ICS. Being a Translation from Zeller’s ‘‘Philos- 
ophy of the Greeks."’ By B. F.C. COSTELLOE, 

. A., and J. H. MUIRHEAD, M. A. Both of the 
University of Glasgow and Balliol College, Oxford. 
Two volumes. Crown 8vo, pp. xi-520, ix-512, $7.00. 





EDUCATIONAL, Etc. 


L’AIDE DE CAMP MARBOT. 
Memoires du General Baron de Marbot. Edited, 
with Notes, by GRANVILLE SHARP, M. A., Late As- 
sistant Master at Marlborough College. 12mo, #e¢ 80 
cents. 


A HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. B 
AUSTIN DOBSON. New £dition, Revised, wit 
new chapters, and extended to the present time by 
W. HALL GrirFin, B. A., Professor of English Lan- 
guage and Literature at Queen’s College, London. 

rown 8vo, 400 pages, $2.50. 


RAMEAU’S NEPHEW: aTranslation from Diderot’s 
Autographic Text. By SYLVIA MARGARET 
HILL. Crown 8vo, $1.25. 


PREPARATORY QUESTIONS ON GARDINER’S 
STUDENT'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. By R. 
SOMERVELL, M. A., Assistant Master of Harrow 
School. 12mo, mez 35 cents. 


TEACHING AND SCHOOL ORGANIZATION, with 
Especial Reference to Secondary Instruction. 
Edited by P. A. BARNETT, M. A., formerly Professor 
of English Literature at Firth College. Crown 8vo, 

2.00. 


Selections from the 





THEOLOGICAL, Etc. 


THE THRESHOLD OF THE SANCTUARY: Being 
Short Chapters on the Inner a are for Holy 
Orders. By B. W. RANDOLPH, M. A., Principal 
of Ely Theological College, Hon. Canon of Ely, and 
Saaeene Chaplain to the Bishop of Lincoln. Crown 

vO, $1.25. 


SERMONS PREACHED IN THE CATHEDRAL at 
the Commemoration of Founders of the King’s 
School, Canterbury, on Speech Day, 1887 to 1896. 
Crown 8vo, $1.25. 


THE ENGLISH BLACK MONKS OF ST. BENE- 
DICT. A Sketch of their History from the Com- 
ing of St. Augustine to the Present Day. By the 
Rev. ETHELRED L. TAUNTON. In two volumes. 
8vo, $7.50. 

*,* Here, for the first time, is given a definite account 
of the history, for the last thirteen hundred years, of men 
who have played no mean part in the making of England, 
and whose names have ever been revered and cherished. 
The author has availed himself of the first-hand evidence 
contained in the wealth of printed and manuscript mate- 
rial at the disposal of the public. 


THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS. With a Calendar 
for Every Dayinthe Year. New Edition, Revised, 
with Introduction and Additional Lives of English 
Martyrs, Cornish and Welsh Saints, and full In- 
dex to the Entire Work. By the Rev. S. BARING- 
GOULD, M. A. Illustrated by over 400 engravings. 
16 volumes, 8vo, each $2.00. [Vols. / to V/ now Ready. 


OXFORD HOUSE PAPERS. A Series of Papers 
written by Members of the University of Oxford. 
Third Series. 12mo, 75 cents. 


COMPLETION OF THE CARINET EDITION OF 
BISHOP CREIGHTON’S “PAPACY.” 


A HISTORY OF THE PAPACY FROM THE GREAT 
SCHISM TO THE SACK OF ROME (1378-1527). 
By M. CREIGHTON, D. D., Oxon. and Camb., Lord 
Bishop of London. New and Cheaper Edition. Six 
volumes, crown 8vo, $2.00 each. 





Sold by Booksellers. 


Sent postpaid, on receipt of price. 


: LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., PuBLISHERs, 
91-93 Fifth Ave., New York 
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LIBRARY ADHESIVES 





1 2 

’ A beautiful homogeneous adhesive, pure white and 
1-HIGGINS PHOTO MOUNTER. delicately scented, for mounting photographs, tex- 
tile samples, scrap book, tissue work, ere cone use as a substitute for mucilage. Always ready and requires no 
preparation. In 30z.,60z., 140z. and % Gallon and Gallon Jars. 30z. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 


’ Astrong, clear, non-sedimentary Fluid Mucil- 
2-HIGGINS TAURINE MUCI LAGE. age of great strength and quick catch. Non- 
corrosive, and will not become dirty and stained in use. Adopted by the Schoo] Board of Indianapolis to the exclu- 
sion of all other mucilages. In 20z., 40z., % Pt. and Qt. Bottles, and 1, 2and5 Galion Cans. 20z. Bottle prepaid 
by mail, twenty-five cents. 


3-HIGGINS’ DRAWING-BOARD AND LIBRARY MUCILAGE. 


A Semi-fluid Adhesive of extraordinary strength. For sticking paper to paper, paper to cloth, or leather to paper or 
cloth, it is unequaled. Excellent for mounting drawings, maps or pictures on cloth, paper or wood, and for repairing 
and labelling books. The 5,000 volumes of the model library at the World’s Fair were repaired and labelled with it, 
and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by the committee in charge as the only satisfactory adhesive for 
the purpose. Its utility in libraries is hence apparent. Ingoz., 60z.,140z. and % Gallon and Gallon Jars. 
3 oz. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 

SOLD BY DEALERS IN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES AND STATIONERY. 

These goods are peculiarly adapted for library use, being of the very highest standard and hence popular educators in 
themselves. The adhesives are extremely strong, yet spread easily and smoothly in a very thin film, so that they go further 
than starch or flour pastes or gum mucilages, and as they never deteriorate or spoil there is no waste, and they are hence more 
economical in the end than cheap goods. Descriptive circulars and full information will be sent postpaid on application. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 


INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Eighth St., Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S. A. 
London Office: 106 Charing Cross Road. . 


Aids for Librarians and Literary Workers 


Reading for the Young, and Supplement. A classified and annotated catalog of Selected read- 
ing, considered a standard for use of librarians and teachers. By JOHN F.SARGENT. Sup- 
plement prepared by Mary E. and Assy L. SARGENT. Cloth, $1 50 

List of Books for Girls and Women and Their Clubs. This comprises a selection of 2100 books 
selected by the best authorities on the various subjects, and is intended for boys, and men as 
well, A copy of this book should be in every household as a guide and assistance in select- 
ing reading. Edited by Aucusta H. LEypoL_pT and GEORGE ILES. A $1 00 

aper, 50 

Annotated Bibliography of Fine Art Music. ooo titles, with descriptive, critical, and compara- 

tive notes by RUSSELL STuRGIS and HENRY E. KREHBIEL. Edited by GEo. pear oy $I 00 
é aper, 50 

Decimal Classification. For classifying books in Libraries, and for arranging papers, scraps, 

clippings, etc. A. L. A. or Flex. Mor., $5 00 


D. C. Abridged. Especially adapted to private use. Cloth, $1 50 

Card Catalog Rules. Library School Accession Rules and Library School Shelf-list. Rules. 
With facsimiles of catalog cards, accession book page and shelf sheets. Complete. 

‘ Half Mor., $2 00. Cloth, $1 25 

Library Notes. A journal of improved methods and record of results of studies and experiments 


at Library School, Albany, N. Y. Vol. I, bound; Vols. II and III, bound together, each, 
Half Mor., $3 00. Cloth, $2 50 


Public Libraries. A monthly magazine devoted to the progressive and intelligent promotion 
of library interests, and a valuable aid for public, private, school, and college libraries. 
Per year (10 nos.), $1 00. Vol. I, with Index, Half Mor., $2 oo 








For Sale by 
Library Bureau 
Boston New York Philadelphia Washington 


Chicago St. Louis London Paris 
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Librarians and others will do well to communicate 
with us before placing their orders. 


The latest publications of all the leading American 


9 and English publishers are kept in stock, thereby 
enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 


Special attention is asked to our facilities for im- 


S ON S porting books free of duty. 


153-157 Fifth Ave., New York. MODEL LIBRARIES 


A NEW PLAN. Of special interest to Librarians and those about to establish libraries. 
Send for catalogues and particulars of these libraries of books selected by experts, and en- 
dorsed by the various State Library Commissions and educational officials. 





FIVE HUNDRED annotated catalogues, with name and rules of library, given with 
each Model. Library. 


Correspondence Solicited. 





Send for our general catalogue of publications and importations, and specimen copy of 


THE BOOK BUYER 


a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 








TeeBOSTON LIBRARY BINDER. 


IN FULL CANVAS. ———! 
I HIS style is made of extra quality canvas, that is one of the 
8 strongest and most durable fabrics that can be used. 

The canvas is a sage green color that will not show wear and dirt 
readily. 

Two front covers of the periodical the binder is,to hold are pasted 
one on each the front and back cover of the binder by a process that 
renders it practically impossible for them to peel off or to be defaced by 
ordinary wear. 

This gives a distinctive appearance to the binder, and whichever 
side is — on the table it can readily be distinguished from the 
other binders. 

The two front covers to be pasted on the binders are to be furnished 
by the Library ordering binders. 


% PRICES: # 
Magazine size (Holds one Number) - - -60 each 
Harper’s Round Table size (Holds four Nos.) - wre”. 
Youth’s Companion size (Holds four Nos.) - 1.00 “ 


GEO. H. RICHTER & CO., 92 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 
THE OFFICE & LIBRARY CO., 102 Fulton St., New York. 














When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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Otto Harrassowitz: Leipzig 
Bookseller and Library Agent 


PUBLISHER OF THE 


German Library Journal 
(Centralblatt fur Bibliothekswesen) 


O. H.’s Large and carefully selected stock of second-hand books comprises all 
branches of literature; about 20 carefully classified catalogues published yearly 
and sent free on application. (Please state the branch of literature wanted.) 
Orders solicited direct or through a bookseller doing business with Leipzig. 


O. H.’s Library Department executes commissions of every kind atthe fairest con- 


ditions. 

Shipments to New York twice every month. Small parcels collected into large boxes, 
making the same pro rata savings of expenses as large lots sent direct. Urgent 
orders filled by mail in less than four weeks. Bindings in all styles. 


Free of duty. 
First rate references will be given by leading American Librarians. 


New York Bankers: Knauth, Nachod & Kuhne. 


mR . Ie 
TAKE THE POPULAR 


COUT 


~ @ LOUISVILLE, NEW ALBany CHICAGORY.(G) 


Between CHICAGO Me en 
INDIANAPOLIS 
CINCINNATI 
LOUISVILLE 


ONLY LINE TO THE FAMOUS HEALTH RESORTS 


West Baden, French Lick, and Paoli Springs. 
FRANK J. REED, CITY TICKET OFFICE, 


G. P. A. 232 Clark St., CHICAGO. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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WAY & WILLIAMS 


The Story of Ab, By STANLEY WaTERLOO. A tale of the time of the cave man. 
First edition entirely exhausted; second edition ready. 

By Sam T. CLOVER. 
12mo; cloth; 349 pp. $1.25. An extremely good book of adventure for boys. 


371 pp. $1.50. 
Paul Travers’ Adventures, 
plug. 


Like a Gallant Lady. By KATE M. CLEARY. A novel of Nebraska life. 
By HENRIETTA DEXTER FIELD and ROSWELL MARTIN FIELD. A 
Cloth; 16mo. 
By Eta W. PEATTIE, author of “A Mountain Woman.” 16mo; cloth. $1.25. 


By REUBEN GOLD THWAITES. 
Cloth; 12mo. $1.50. 


The Muses Up to Date. 
book of plays for boys and girls. 


Pippins and Cheese, 


Afloat on the Ohio. 
miles in a skiff, from Redstone to Cairo. 


Down Our Way. 
Cloth; 16mo. $1.25. 


A Night in Acadie, 


By Mary JAMESON JUDAH. 


By Kate Cuopiy, author of “ Bayou Folk.” 


12mo; cloth; 
12 full-page illustrations by Frank Hazen- 
Cloth; 16mo. $1.25. 
$1.00. 

An account of a pilgrimage of a thousand 
Stories of Southern and Western character. 


Cloth; 16mo. $1.25. 


The Teacup Club, By ELIZA ARMSTRONG. egg! of a girls’ club, where man in his social 
0 


aspect is most exhaustively treated. 
The Enchanted Burro, 

cloth. $1.50. 
Mother Goose in Prose. 


16mo; c 
By Cuas. F. Lummis. Stories of New Mexico and Peru. 


By L. FRANK BAUM. 


th. $1.25. 
16mo; 


Containing 12 full-page drawings by Maxfield 


Parish. Quarto; cloth. $2.00. A most important Christmas book for children. 


For sale by all book dealers or sent direct, postpaid, by the publishers on receipt of price. 


WAY & WILLIAMS 


Publishers 


Caxton Building . . . 


re Oe : GE Se 





Librarians’ Attention! 
THE BATES 


Line Dating Machine 


STEEL 
FIGURES, 


PERFECT 
PRINTING. 


PRICE, $9.00 
Absolutely neccs- 
sary for every well 
equipped library. 





Write for Catalogue. 


Bates 
Manufacturing 
Co. 


a t10 E. 23d St. 
NEW YORK. 








For Sale 


A set of New York Daily Times from 
May 1, 1857, to Oct. 31, 1881; 50 half- 
yearly volumes, bound in half sheep. 
Inclusive dates lettered on back of each 
volume. 


Just Published: “Old Deccan Days,” 
by M. Frere, with introduction and notes 
by Sir Bartle Frere. New edition; 12- 
mo; cloth; gilt top; $1.25. 


Coats of Arms (colored) of 300 Amer- 
ican Families, at 50 cents each. Send 
for list of names. 


Bargain Catalogues of second-hand 
books mailed free. 
JOSEPH McDONOUGH, 
‘* Ye Olde Booke Man’’ 
53 and 55 State St, Albany, N. Y. 
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London: 2 Star Yard, Carey St..W.C. Leipzig: Hospital St. 10 Paris: 76 Rue de Rennes, 


Gustav E. Stechert 


is the only importer in America who employs no Agents, but has his own offices at 
London: 2 Star Yard, Carey St., W. C. 
Paris: 76 Rue de Rennes. Leipzig: Hospital St. ro. 


where experienced clerks and assistants attend carefully to the orders from New York. 


That such orders can be filled better, cheaper, and quicker, and with less trouble and work 
to the Librarian, than if the books were ordered from European Agents, can easily be seen for 


the following reasons: 
I. I am in direct communication and account with all European publishers and dealers. 
II. Therefore I need not pay any commission to Agents, but always get the bottom price and 
often an extra discount. 

III. The Librarian saves the correspondence to various European firms and has to keep only 
one account. . 

IV. As shipments are received weekly, “Mondays from England and France and Thursdays 
Srom Germany,” no order, large or small, needs to wait for accumulation of material. 

V. If books from England, France, and Germany are ordered, these books will congregate 
at New York, from where they will be sent in one shipment, thereby saving the ex- 
pense of packing, freight, consular fees, Custom House charges, cartage, etc. 

VI. Of all publications appearing in consecutive volumes or parts, a list is kept here and 
prem and continuations are sent as soon as published, without a reminder from the 
ibrarian. 

VII. Being provided with a large Bibliographical material of all European countries and with 
a collection of Catalogs of second-hand books, I am enabled to give quotations on 
nearly all European and American publications, new or old. 

‘VIII. Special attention is given to the procuring of second-hand books and Sets of Periodicals, 
of which I keep a large stock on hand, constantly refilling by buying whole libraries 
and by attending auction sales. 

IX. — is done carefully in Europe under supervision of my clerks, and “eagecie is kept 
of e binding of every first volume, so as to insure a uniformity of the succeeding 
volumes. . 

X. es supplied cheaper, quicker, and in better shape than if ordered by mail from 

urope. 
XI. Aumasicon Publications at lowest rates. 


The following is a list of some Sets of Periodicals on hand: 
(The list will be changed from time to time.) 

Academie royale des inscriptions et belles-lettres: : 
Histoire dupuis son establissement et Memoirs de Lit- | Astronomische Nachrichten. Hrsg. v. Schumacher, 
terature, Vols. 1-§1. Paris, 1736-1808. 4to. Full calf, fortges. v. Hansen, Petersen, Peters, and Krueger. Bd. 

from the library of Madame 1-141, and General-Register zu Bd. 1-120. Altona, 1823- 





ilt edges. Splendid one? 
Jictoire de France, each binding bearing her coat of 96. 4to. Boards and half cloth. 
arms. Berichte d. Deutschen Chemischen Gesellschaft zu 
The Academy. A monthly record of literature, science, Berlin. I-XXIV Jahrg. Berlin, 1868-91. 8vo. Half 
and art. Vols. 1-36, 38-42. London, 1869-92. 410. Cloth. mor. Fine set and General Index. 
American Chemical Journal. Ed. by Remsen. Vols.1- | Bijdragen tot de dierkunde, nitgegeven door het ge: 
16 and Index to Vols. 1-10. Baltimore, 1878-94. 8vo. nootschap, Natura Artis Magistra. 16 parts and 3 


Halt cloth. New. vols. Folio. Amsterdam, 1848-88. Complete set. Scarce. 
American Journal of Science. Cond. by Silliman, Dana, | Chemisches Centralblatt. 1863 Neue Folge Bd. 8 bis 
etc. Series I, II, III, and IV; vols. 1 and 2. New Haven, 1883 III Folge Bd. 14 and General-Register zu Bd. 1-12 
1819-96. 8vo. and Index to Vols. 1-100. der III Folge 1870-81. Leipzig. 8vo. Boards. 
The Anthropological Review. Vols. I-VIII. London, | The Chetham Society. Remains historical and literary 
1863-71. 8vo. Cloth. connected with the Palatine Counties of Lancaster and 


Archivio per le scienze mediche pubbl. Da G. Bizzo- Chester. I Series, 114 vols. and two Indexes, and New 
zero. Vols.1-19. Torino, 1876-95. 8vo. Half bound. ‘Series Vols. 1-33. In all 147 vols. Small 4to. Man- 
Art Union and Art Journal. From the commencement chester, 1844-95. Cloth. Fine set. 
in 1839 to 1888. Elegantly bound half morocco, gilt or- | The Church Quarterly Review. Vols. 1-34. London, 
namented back, gilt top. London, 46 vols., 1839-88. 1876-92. 8vo. Halfroan. Fine set. 





Folio. Sides uncut. 
Parties going abroad will find it to their interest to make their headquarters at my offices at 
London, Paris, or Leipzig, and make use of the services of my representatives. Books may thus 
be bought in any part of Europe and charged and sent to the New York firm, according to 


special arrangement. 
: antes GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
9 East 16th St., New York. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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Library Bureau 
Boston New York Philadelphia Washington Chicago 
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THE NEW 


HAMMOND 


No. 2. 


THE STANDARD 
OF THE WORLD 











The Librarian’s Typewriter Par Excellence 


Used exclusively by all the prominent Libraries in the United States 
and England. The only machine that can and does meet all the 
requirements of Library Card Indexing. 








PAPER OF ANY WIDTH MAY BE INSERTED. 





CARDS OF ANY SIZE MAY BE USED. 











Perfect Alignment and Uniform Impression are Always Insured 





FORTY STYLES OF TYPE, INSTANTLY INTERCHANGEABLE. 





FOURTEEN LANGUAGES ON A SINGLE MACHINE. 











Send for Catalogue and specimen of “ Hammond” work. 


The Hammond Typewriter Co. 


424 East 62d Street, NEW YORK. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 











